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Abstract— Optical
networks-on-chip
(ONoCs)
using
wavelength-division multiplexing (WDM) technology have
progressively attracted more and more attention for their use in
tackling the high-power consumption and low bandwidth issues
in growing metallic interconnection networks in multiprocessor
systems-on-chip. However, the basic optical devices employed to
construct WDM-based ONoCs are imperfect and suffer from
inevitable power loss and crosstalk noise. Furthermore, when
employing WDM, optical signals of various wavelengths can
interfere with each other through different optical switching
elements within the network, creating crosstalk noise. As a
result, the crosstalk noise in large-scale WDM-based ONoCs
accumulates and causes severe performance degradation,
restricts the network scalability, and considerably attenuates the
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR). In this paper, we systematically study
and compare the worst case as well as the average crosstalk noise
and SNR in three well-known optical interconnect architectures,
mesh-based, folded-torus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs
using WDM. The analytical models for the worst case and the
average crosstalk noise and SNR in the different architectures
are presented. Furthermore, the proposed analytical models
are integrated into a newly developed crosstalk noise and loss
analysis platform (CLAP) to analyze the crosstalk noise and
SNR in WDM-based ONoCs of any network size using an
arbitrary optical router. Utilizing CLAP, we compare the worst
case as well as the average crosstalk noise and SNR in different
WDM-based ONoC architectures. Furthermore, we indicate
how the SNR changes in respect to variations in the number
of optical wavelengths in use, the free-spectral range, and the
microresonators Q factor. The analyses’ results demonstrate
that the crosstalk noise is of critical concern to WDM-based
ONoCs: in the worst case, the crosstalk noise power exceeds the
signal power in all three WDM-based ONoC architectures, even
when the number of processor cores is small, e.g., 64.
Index Terms— Optical crosstalk noise, optical interconnects,
optical losses, signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), wavelength-division
multiplexing (WDM).
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I. I NTRODUCTION
N-CHIP communication in multiprocessor systemson-chip (MPSoCs) is rapidly growing due to the
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integration of many processor cores on a single die.
Networks-on-chip (NoCs) can bring better scalability and
performance to the traditional communication infrastructure
in MPSoCs. However, as the technology continues to scale
down and allows integration of an even larger number of
processor cores, the metallic interconnects’ power dissipation
in NoCs will progressively increase to a considerable portion
of the system power budget, becoming a bottleneck. Onchip optical communication and integration technologies, however, present an appealing solution for outperforming the low
bandwidth, high latency, and high-power dissipating metallic interconnects in MPSoCs. Furthermore, the employment
of wavelength-division multiplexing (WDM) technology in
optical NoCs (ONoCs) can further boost the bandwidth in optical interconnects through concurrent transmission of multiple
optical signals on a single waveguide.
Several optical NoCs employing WDM with high-capacity
and low-power consumption have been proposed based
on mesh, torus, and fat-tree topologies, in which optical
waveguides and microresonators (MRs) are extensively
used [2]–[4]. These basic photonic devices, however, suffer
from inevitable crosstalk noise and power loss. Some components in WDM-based ONoCs, such as filters, wavelength
multiplexers/demultiplexers, switches, and semiconductor
optical amplifiers, introduce interchannel and intrachannel
crosstalk noise. Interchannel crosstalk noise occurs when the
crosstalk signal is at a wavelength different from the desired
signal’s wavelength, while intrachannel crosstalk noise occurs
when the crosstalk signal is at the same wavelength as that
of the desired signal or sufficiently close to it. Intrachannel crosstalk effects can be much more severe than those
of interchannel crosstalk since they cannot be removed by
filtering [5]. In this paper, we focus on analyzing first-order
incoherent interchannel and intrachannel crosstalk noise, and
for convenience, we use crosstalk noise when referring to the
two types in the rest of this paper. In large-scale WDM-based
ONoCs, the crosstalk noise from the basic photonic devices
in the optical switching elements and from the interferences
among the different wavelengths in the WDM-based network
accumulates on the optical signal in question and eventually
diminishes the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) as well as imposes
scalability constraints. The SNR determines the feasibility
of WDM-based ONoCs, and thus it is essential to find and
analyze the worst case and the average SNR in different
WDM-based ONoCs. In addition, the analysis of crosstalk
noise and SNR is topology dependent and is different in
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various WDM-based ONoC architectures, necessitating the
development of a unique approach for each architecture to
realize the SNR analysis in that architecture.
The worst case crosstalk noise and SNR in arbitrary meshbased, folded-torus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs were
analyzed in [6]–[8]. The proposed formal analytical models
at the device, router, and network levels in those works are
based on the consideration of a single wavelength only, and
hence cannot consider the impact of the interchannel and
intrachannel crosstalk noise existing in WDM-based networks.
Moreover, they only consider the worst case crosstalk noise
and SNR analyses; however, the average analyses are also of
vital importance. In addition, Duong et al. [9] presented an
analysis of the worst case SNR specifically for a case study
of WDM-based ring-based ONoCs, the corona network.
The novel contribution of this paper is presenting
a systematic study and comparison of the worst case
as well as the average crosstalk noise, power loss, and
SNR in mesh-based, folded-torus-based, and fat-tree-based
ONoCs using WDM. We present formal analyses for real
case studies of WDM-based mesh-based and WDM-based
folded-torus-based ONoCs using the Crux optical router and
WDM-based fat-tree-based ONoCs using the optical turnaround router (OTAR). Moreover, the newly developed
crosstalk and loss analysis platform (CLAP), presented in [7],
has been upgraded by including the proposed formal analytical
models for the worst case and the average crosstalk noise
and SNR in arbitrary WDM-based ONoCs. The proposed
analytical models for modulators and photodectors as well as
the fat-tree topology are also included in CLAP. The analyses
start hierarchically from the basic photonic device level, to the
optical router level, and finally, to the network level. Therefore,
the analytical models at the network level can be easily
translated into the initial device level models for validation.
The analytical models proposed for the basic optical elements
can be applied to any WDM-based ONoC. Utilizing the
proposed analyses, CLAP, and considering recent photonic
device parameters, we present a detailed study and comparison
of the worst case and the average crosstalk noise power,
signal power, and SNR in WDM-based mesh-based, foldedtorus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs. The quantitative simulation results signify the severe effect of crosstalk noise in
WDM-based ONoCs: the worst case and the average
SNR decrease exponentially in WDM-based ONoCs as the
network scales. Furthermore, the SNR in WDM-based ONoCs
is reversely related to the number of employed optical wavelengths in the network: the SNR drops quickly as the number
of optical wavelengths in use increases over a fixed
free-spectral range (FSR).
We analyze mesh-based and folded-torus-based ONoCs of
a hybrid structure consisting of a packet-switched electronic
network, for controlling the photonic network and routing
control packets, and a circuit-switched photonic network,
which is responsible for transmitting the payload data. The
fat-tree-based ONoC is a hierarchical, multistage network
in which payload data and network control data are both
being transmitted on the same optical network. An off-chip
vertical cavity surface emitting laser (VCSEL) is considered
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as the laser source. Dimension-ordered routing is used in
the mesh-based and folded-torus-based networks, while the
optical turnaround routing algorithm is considered in the fattree-based networks. Analyses of dynamic variations in optical
devices, such as laser and thermal noise, as well as fabrication
variations are not considered in this paper.
The rest of this paper is organized as follows. Section II
summarizes some of the related works. Section III describes
detailed analyses of the basic optical elements and optical
routers used in WDM-based ONoCs. We present the worst
case as well as the average crosstalk noise and SNR analyses
at the network level in Section IV. Section V presents the
quantitative simulation results and comparisons. Finally, the
conclusion is drawn in Section VI.
II. R ELATED W ORKS
Although there are several works that have tackled the
crosstalk noise issue at the device level [10]–[12], only a
few works have explored it at the network level in ONoCs.
Xie et al. [13] studied the worst case crosstalk noise and SNR
in mesh-based ONoCs using an optimized optical crossbar
router. In the same work, it was proved that the worst case
SNR link is not always the longest optical link, which suffers
from the highest power loss in the network. Moreover,
a compact high-SNR optical router, called the Crux optical
router, was proposed to improve the SNR of ONoCs. The same
group systematically analyzed the worst case crosstalk noise
and SNR in general mesh-based ONoCs using an arbitrary
optical router in [6]. In addition, Nikdast et al. [7], [8]
proposed formal analytical approaches to analyze the worst
case crosstalk noise and SNR in folded-torus-based and
fat-tree-based ONoCs using arbitrary optical routers. The
ONoC considered in all the aforementioned works utilizes
a single-wavelength approach.
Chan et al. [14] proposed a methodology to characterize and
model basic photonic blocks, which can form full photonic
network architectures, and used a physical-layer simulator
to assess the physical-layer and system-level performance of
a photonic network. Vaez and Lea [15] indicated that the
crosstalk noise is an intrinsic, serious issue in directionalcoupler-based optical networks, and Lin and Lea [16] developed an analytical model to characterize the crosstalk noise
level in a microring-based optical interconnection network.
The fundamental limits for the number of WDM channels and
power per channel when using building blocks that include
silicon waveguides, silicon microring modulators, and filters
were described in [17].
III. BASIC O PTICAL E LEMENTS AND O PTICAL
ROUTERS IN WDM-BASED ON O C S
Almost every component in WDM-based ONoCs introduces
crosstalk noise. Among these components, those presented and
studied in this paper have the highest impact on the worst case
and the average SNR in WDM-based ONOCs. Waveguides
and MRs are the two fundamental optical elements employed
to construct basic optical switching elements (BOSEs) and
optical routers. Optical routers consist of BOSEs, waveguide
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Fig. 1. Basic optical elements and BOSEs: (a) Waveguide crossing, (b) PSE in ON and OFF states, (c) Optical terminator, and (d) CSE in ON and OFF states.

TABLE I
P OWER L OSS VALUES , C ROSSTALK N OISE ,
AND

Fig. 2. (a) Optical modulator, and (b) photodetector models as a part of the
E-O and O-E interfaces.

crossings, waveguide bendings, and optical terminators. The
waveguide crossing, shown in Fig. 1(a), is a structure consisting of two crossed orthogonal waveguides. Two types of basic
1 × 2 optical switching elements are the parallel switching
element (PSE) and the crossing switching element (CSE).
The PSE consists of an MR located between two parallel
waveguides, as shown in Fig. 1(b). The optical terminator,
shown in Fig. 1(c), is responsible for absorbing the optical
signal at the input port and then avoiding it reflecting back
onto the input port. The structure shown in Fig. 1(d), consisting
of an MR adjacently positioned next to a waveguide crossing
intersection, is the CSE.
WDM-based ONoCs also include optical modulators and
photodetectors in their electronic-optical (E-O) and opticalelectronic (O-E) interfaces. The optical modulator as a part
of the E-O interface is responsible for modulating the optical
signal by an information data signal at the very beginning of
any on-chip optical communication. In this paper, we consider
external modulation, in which the optical signal is modulated
after its generation at the laser source. The optical photodetector as a part of the O-E interface is employed to detect

R EFLECTANCE C OEFFICIENTS

the modulated optical signal at the end of the communication
line at the receiver. Fig. 2 shows the optical modulators and
photodetectors in WDM-based ONoCs. We consider an active
MR-based switching technique, in which the MRs can be
powered ON (the ON state) or OFF (the OFF state) by applying
an electrical voltage to the p-n contacts surrounding the
ring.
We analyze and model the power loss and crosstalk
noise in basic optical devices and later in optical routers
in WDM-based ONoCs in this section. Table I lists the
notations and their recent values considered for power loss,
crosstalk noise, and reflectance coefficients in basic optical elements [11], [14], [18]–[20]. It is worth mentioning
that the proposed analytical models in this paper are based
on the defined notations, and hence the power loss and
coefficient values listed in Table I are used only as an
example.
A. Analytical Models for Basic Elements
Considering the waveguide crossing in Fig. 1(a), the input
optical signal of the wavelength λn passes the crossing
intersection with some insertion loss at the out1 output port,
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while there is a portion of the signal power which goes to
the out2 and out3 output ports and also reflects back on the
input port. Given Pinλn as the power of the optical signal at
the input port, (1) calculates the output powers at the out1,
λn
λn
λn
out2, and out3 output ports, Pout1
, Pout2
, and Pout3
, as well as
λn
the reflected power, PRc , on the input port in the waveguide
crossing. In (1) and also the rest of the equations in this paper,
n is the number of the optical wavelength under study and
n ∈ [1, W], where W is the total number of wavelengths considered in the network. In addition, λn indicates the wavelength
number and is not an exponent
λn
= L c Pinλn
POut1
λn
POut2
λn
PRc

λn

= POut3 =
=

K r Pinλn .

(1a)
K c Pinλn

(1b)
(1c)

The main function of an optical terminator is to absorb the
input light and prevent it from reflecting back onto the input
port. A recent approach for terminating waveguides, considered in this paper, is through deeply etched gratings [20].
When an optical signal of the wavelength λn and with the
optical power Pinλn enters an optical terminator, as shown
in Fig. 1(c), the reflected power on the input port of the optical
terminator can be defined as
PRλn = K t Pinλn .

(2)

Prior to studying the power loss and crosstalk noise in the
PSE and CSE, we present an analytical model to characterize
the interchannel and intrachannel crosstalk noise (see our
discussion in Section I) in MR-based photonic switching
elements. MRs have a lorentzian power transfer function,
which is peaked at the resonant wavelength λMR . For optical
signals carried on wavelength λn , the power transferred to
the drop port can be expressed as (3a) [21]. In this equation,
κe2 and κe2 are the fraction of the optical power that the lower
waveguide and the upper waveguide couple into or out of the
MR, respectively [Fig. 1(b)]. Moreover, κ 2p is the fraction of
the intrinsic power losses per round trip in the MR. When
κd2 + κe2  κ 2p , nearly full power transfer can be achieved
at the peak resonance point, and the MR will exhibit a low
insertion loss. Without loss of generality, we suppose that
κd2 + κe2  κ 2p and κd = κe . As a result, the coefficient before
ψ(n, λMR m ) in (3a) is equal to one

2
λn
Pdrop
2κe κd
=
· ψ(n, λMR m )
(3a)
κe2 + κd2 + κ 2p
Pinλn
where
ψ(n, λMR m ) =

δ2
(λn − λMR m )2 + δ 2

.

(3b)

In (3b), 2δ is the 3-dB bandwidth of the MR and it can be
defined as Q = (λMR /2δ), in which Q is the quality factor
of the MR. When an optical signal of the wavelength λn
passes the MR m with the resonant wavelength λMRm
(λn = λMRm ), a portion of the optical signal carried on λn
couples into the ring and is directed to the drop port [Fig. 1(b)],
generating crosstalk noise. According to (3b), the amount of

this crosstalk noise is determined by the spacing between
λn and λMRm and the 3-dB bandwidth of the MR. In this
paper, we suppose equal spacing among different optical
wavelengths that cover a whole FSR. As a result, the spacing
between the two consecutive wavelengths λn and λn+1 , when
the total number of wavelengths is W, equals (FSR/W ).
Therefore, for the optical signal of the wavelength λn , we have
λn = λ0 + ((n − 1)FSR/W ). Similarly, for the MRm , one can
note that λMRm = λMR0 +((m − 1)FSR/W ). In the former and
latter equations, λ0 and λMR0 can be decided by the system
designer and we assume that λ0 = λMR0 .
Considering Fig. 1(b) and when the PSE is in the ON state,
the input optical signal of the wavelength λn couples into the
MR n, whose resonant wavelength is equal to λn (λn = λMRn ),
and makes a turn to the drop port, while a portion of the power
goes to the through port as crosstalk noise. Please note that
we only consider the first-order incoherent crosstalk noise in
this paper, and hence when the PSE is in the ON state, the
crosstalk noise from different wavelengths on the drop port
is not considered. In addition, the two optical signals shown
in Fig. 1(b) and (d) have the same optical wavelength of λn ,
but are from different power sources and hence incoherent.
When an optical signal of the wavelength λn passes a PSE
in the ON state, the output powers at the through, PT , and
drop, PD , ports of the PSE are calculated in
W −1 λn
n
Pin
PT λpse,
ON = K p1 L p0
λn
PD pse,
ON

=

L 2(n−1)
L p1 Pinλn .
p0

(4a)
(4b)

According to Fig. 1(b), when the PSE is in the OFF state,
the optical signal carried on the wavelength λn travels from
the input port to the through port, while a portion of the
signal (crosstalk noise) couples into the ring n, whose resonant

wavelength is now shifted to the OFF state at λMRn = λMRn +
and  < (FSR/W ), and goes to the drop port. Furthermore,
portions of the optical signals on the other wavelengths
than λn , say λm where m ∈ [1, W ] and n = m, also couple
into the ring n, creating crosstalk noise. When the PSE is in
the OFF state, (5) calculates the output powers at the through
and drop ports. As can be seen in this equation, for the
optical signal of the wavelength λn passing the MR n in the
OFF state, the crosstalk coefficient is assumed to be K p0 , as

listed in Table I, since λn is the closest wavelength to λMRn .
However, (3b) helps calculate the crosstalk coefficient for
the same optical signal passing other MRs than the ring n,
whose resonant wavelengths are farther from λn . A similar
assumption is considered in (4a) for using K p1 when the
PSE is in the ON state. In addition, to simplify the analytical
models, we assume the use of average passing and drop
losses in the PSEs, L p0 and L p1 listed in Table I, for optical
signals of different wavelengths and under different values of
FSR and Q
λn
W λn
PT pse,
OFF = L p0 Pin
n
PD λpse,
OFF

=

K p0 L 2(n−1)
Pinλn
p0
W




2( j −1) 
+
ψ n, λMR j Pinλn .
L p0
j =1, j  =n

(5a)

(5b)
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The CSE is composed of a waveguide crossing and
a PSE. Leveraging the analytical models of the PSE and the
waveguide crossing, we model the power loss and crosstalk
noise in the CSE. Regarding Fig. 1(d), when the CSE is in
the ON state, the output powers at the through and drop ports
for an input optical signal of the wavelength λn are defined in
λn
W −1
PT cse,
L c Pinλn
ON = K p1 L p0

(6a)

L 2(n−1)
L p1 Pinλn .
p0

(6b)

n
PD λcse,
ON

=

Considering the CSE in the OFF state, the output powers at
the through, drop, and add ports for an input optical signal
carried on the wavelength λn is calculated in (7). As can be
seen from (6) and (7), the analytical models for the CSE are
based on the analyses of the PSE and waveguide crossing. For
example, the output power at the through port of the CSE in
the ON state is associated with the passing loss of the PSE
in the ON state, PT pse,ON defined in (4a), and the crossing
loss in the waveguide crossing, POut1 calculated in (1a). It is
worth mentioning that PA cse,ON = PR cse,ON = PR cse,OFF = 0
since the first-order incoherent crosstalk noise is considered.
In addition, for simplification, the bending loss between the
add and drop ports is not considered
λn
W
n
PT λcse,
OFF = L p0 L c Pin
λn
PD cse,
OFF

+

=

(7a)

2(n−1) λn
K p0 L p0
Pin

W



2( j −1)

L p0




λn
ψ n, λMR j Pinλn + L W
p0 K c Pin

(7b)

j =1, j  =n
λn
λn
W
PA cse,
OFF = L p0 K c Pin .

(7c)

The optical modulator structure, as a part of the
E-O interface, is shown in Fig. 2(a) in which it is assumed
that no crossing exists between the waveguides transmitting
power and the one carrying data. We carefully studied different
possible modulation structures, and the one shown in Fig. 2
resulted in low crosstalk noise by separating different optical
wavelengths at the modulation and switching stages before the
out port. The optical signal of the wavelength λn is generated
at its corresponding VCSEL, VCSEL λn , then is modulated at
the modulator Mn , and finally is directed to the communication
line toward the out port through the MR n. The power of the
optical signal carried on the wavelength λn at the out port
in the optical modulator is calculated in (8). In this equation,
Pv is the optical signal power at the VCSEL and L m is the
average modulation loss at the modulator. In this paper, we
assume that L m = L p0
λn
−n 2
λn
PMsignal
= Lm LW
p0 L b L p1 Pv .

(8)

Fig. 2(b) shows the photodetector structure as a part of the
O-E interface. The optical signal of the wavelength λn couples
into the MR n and then is directed to the photodetector n, P D n . When the power of the optical signal on
the wavelength λn at the input port of the photodetector
equals Pinλn , (9a) defines the signal power received at the
λn
photodetector n, PDsignal
, while (9b) calculates the crosstalk
noise from the optical signals on the other wavelengths

Fig. 3. (a) Crux optical router and (b) OTAR designed for WDM-based
ONoCs using W optical wavelengths.

λn
received at that photodetector, PDnoise
. It is worth mentioning
that different from Fig. 1(b), this crosstalk noise is incoherent
λn
λn
PDsignal
= L n−1
p0 L p1 Pin
⎞
⎛
W

λn
⎝
= L (n−1)
ψ( j, λMRn )⎠ Pinλn .
PDnoise
p0

(9a)
(9b)

j =n+1

B. Crosstalk Noise in WDM-Based Optical Routers
Optical routers are the key components in ONoCs since
they transmit information between a source and a destination
processor. Different optical routers have been proposed for
mesh-based, folded-torus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs.
Fig. 3 shows the Crux optical router, which is used in meshbased and folded-torus-based ONoCs using WDM, and the
OTAR, which is designed for fat-tree-based ONoCs using
WDM. Both optical routers can route optical signals on
W different wavelengths. The Crux optical router has five
input and five output ports. Each port is assigned with a
number and can be shown as Ii , where i equals 0 for the
injection/ejection, 1 for the North, 2 for the East, 3 for the
South, and 4 for the West. However, the OTAR has four input
and four output ports, including the upper left, upper right,
lower right, and lower left ports. The numbers assigned to
these ports are i = 0 for the upper left, i = 1 for the upper
right, i = 2 for the lower right, and i = 3 for the lower left.
The numbers assigned to the different ports in both optical
routers are shown in Fig. 3. The Crux optical router is based
on the dimension-ordered routing algorithm, also known as
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the XY routing algorithm, while the OTAR uses the optical
turnaround routing technique proposed in [4]. In the analytical
equations in this paper, the subscript a is used when the Crux
optical router is employed and b is considered when the OTAR
is used. Furthermore, the abbreviations M, Ft, Ftr, Wtc, and
Avg are used for convenience while referring to mesh, foldedtorus, fat-tree, worst case, and average, respectively. It is worth
mentioning that the proposed analytical models for the Crux
optical router (OTAR) can be applied to any other 5×5 (4×4)
optical router
⎧
λn
⎪
l i,0
⎨ S λn L W
,
j =0
a,L i,0 p
n
L λa,i,
λn
j = ⎪
H
+W
⎩ S λn L p M|Ft l i, j ,
j = 0
a,L i, j
i, j Z ∈ {0, . . . , 4}.

(10)

Utilizing the analytical models defined for the basic optical
elements, we start with analyzing the power loss in the Crux
n
optical router. L λa,i,
j , as defined in (10), is the insertion loss
from the ith input port to the jth output port in the Crux optical
router for an optical signal carried on the wavelength λn .
λn
In this equation, Sa,L
indicates the switching loss
i, j
that accounts for losses from passing or coupling into
MRs (L p0 or L p1 ), passing waveguide crossings (L c ), and
passing waveguide bendings (L b ) in the optical router.
Moreover, the propagation loss inside the optical router is calculated by considering the waveguide length travelled by the
optical signal λn between the ith input port and the jth output
port, Wlλn i, j , and the propagation loss, L p (Table I). We integrate the propagation loss at the network level into our optical
router model: when the output port is not the ejection, j = 0,
we consider the propagation loss of the waveguide that connects the optical router to the next one, as shown in (10).
H M|F t is the hop length and can be calculated based on
H M|F t ∼
= (S/M × N )1/2 in homogeneous symmetrical meshbased and folded-torus-based ONoCs. S is the chip size in
cm2 , and M × N is the network size
⎧
W λn +2HFtr
⎪
⎨ S λn L p l i, j
,
destination
b,L i, j
n
L λb,i,
λn
j = ⎪
⎩ S λn L Wl i, j +HFtr,
otherwise
b,L i, j p
i, j ∈ {0, . . . , 3}.

(11)

Similar to (10), the insertion loss imposed on the optical
signal of the wavelength λn travelling from the ith input port
toward the jth output port in the OTAR is analyzed in (11).
H
In this equation, the propagation loss of either L p Ftr , when
Ftr
the current optical router is not the destination, or L 2H
,
p
when the current router is the destination, is added to the
propagation loss analysis at the router level. H F tr is the
hop length in optimized fat-tree-based ONoCs and can be
approximated using H F tr ∼
= (S/R × C)1/2 , where R and C
are the number of processor cores located, respectively, in a
row and a column of the optimized floorplan of fat-tree-based
ONoCs [22]. According to (10) and (11), it is obvious that
λe
n
L λa|b,i,
j  = L a|b,i, j and when n  = e.
When an optical signal of the wavelength λn whose power
is Piλn enters the ith input port of the optical router, the power

of that optical signal at the jth output port of the optical
n
router, Pi,λnj , is defined in (12). In this equation, L λa|b,i,
j is the
insertion loss from the optical router and it can be calculated
using (10) and (11)
n
Pi,λnj = Piλn L λa|b,i,
j.

(12)

When an optical signal of the wavelength λn , which we
refer to as the considered optical signal, and other optical
signals from other power sources carried on the same optical
wavelength, which we refer to as interfering optical signals,
simultaneously pass through a single optical router, crosstalk
noise will be introduced to the considered optical signal from
those interfering optical signals. n λi,nj , as calculated in (13), is
defined as the crosstalk noise power added to the considered
optical signal on the wavelength λn traveling from the ith input
port toward the jth output port in the optical router
⎛
⎞
prt
_num
W



⎝ Pmλn L λn X λn +
n λi,nj =
Pmλn L λm,n j Yi,e j,m ⎠
m, j i, j,m
m=0

e=1,e =n

(13)
where
Yi,e j,m ≡ ψ(n, λMR e |λMRe ).
In this equation, X i,λnj,m is the crosstalk noise coefficient
introduced by the interfering optical signals of the wavelength λn , which are entering the optical router through the
input port m, to the considered optical signal through the
waveguide crossings and MRs associated with λn , i.e., MRn .

Moreover, Yi,e j,m , which is associated with ψ(n, λMR e |λMRe ),
is the crosstalk noise coefficient from the interfering optical
signals of the wavelength λn , but through MRs MRe and
e = n. Pm is the power of the interfering optical signal at the
input port m, and L m, j is the insertion loss from the mth input
port to the jth output port excluding the loss of the element at
which the interfering optical signal mixes with the considered
optical signal. In this equation, pr t_num = 4 when the Crux
optical router is used and pr t_num = 3 when the OTAR is
considered
 λ 
PS n
λn
.
(14)
SNR = 10 log
PNλn
The SNR of the optical signal carried on the wavelength λn is
defined as the ratio of the signal power to the power of the
crosstalk noise corrupting the signal, as described in (14),
where PSλn is the optical signal power and PNλn is the crosstalk
noise power received at the photodetector PDn in the receiver.
Utilizing the analytical models proposed in this section, we
present an example of the OTAR in Fig. 4 to indicate how
to analyze the crosstalk noise and power loss at the optical
router level. We consider the use of two wavelengths (W = 2),
λ1 and λ2 , in this example, and we present the analyses
for the optical signal on the wavelength λ2 . In the figure,
the considered optical signals of the wavelengths λ1 and λ2
(shown in red) are travelling from the upper right input port
toward the lower right output port, i = 1 and j = 2,
while there are two other interfering optical signals carried
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on-chip optical communication in WDM-based ONoCs. When
the processor core c0 decides to communicate with another
processor core c1 , optical signals of different wavelengths
will be generated at off-chip VSCELs and then they will
be modulated at the modulators in the E-O interface of the
processor c0 . Those optical signals then pass through the
optical switching network and ultimately will be received at
the processor core c1 after being detected at the photodectors
in the O-E interface of that processor. All along this optical
path, however, the optical signals on different wavelengths
suffer from power losses and crosstalk noise will also be
accumulated on them. When an optical signal carried on the
wavelength λn travels from the processor core c0 toward the
core c1 , the signal power received at the latter core can be
calculated based on
Fig. 4. Example of interference between two optical signals in the OTAR
(W = 2).

Fig. 5.
Abstract overview of an optical communication between
processors c0 and c1 in WDM-based ONoCs.

on the same wavelengths (shown in blue) travelling from the
upper left input port to the lower left output port, m = 0,
and they mix with the considered optical signals through the
CSE shown in the figure. There are other possible interfering
optical signals from other input ports, and those from the
upper left to the lower left ports are indicated as an example.
Employing (11) and (12), the signal power at the lower right
λ2
2
= P1λ2 L λb,1,2
= P1λ2 L 2b L 4p0 L 2c , in which P1λ2
output port is P1,2
is the power of the optical signal carried on the wavelength λ2
at the upper right input port. Considering (13), the crosstalk
noise power added to the considered optical signal on the
2
, and received at the lower right output
wavelength λ2 , n λ1,2
port is defined in
 λ2

1
2
2
X 1,2,0 + Y1,2,0
= P0λ2 L λb,0,2
n λ1,2





= P0λ2 L 2b L 2p0 L 2c K c + L 2p0 L 2c K p0 + L 2c ψ 2, λMR 1 .
(15)
The SNR at the lower right output port can be calculated using
the received signal power and the crosstalk noise power at
this port. Following the same approach defined in (15), we
can calculate the total crosstalk noise power from interfering
optical signals to a considered optical signal at each optical
router on the considered optical link in the network.
IV. SNR IN WDM-BASED O PTICAL N ETWORKS - ON -C HIP
Leveraging the proposed analytical models for basic photonic devices and optical routers, we present crosstalk noise
and SNR analyses at the network level for WDM-based
ONoCs in this section. Fig. 5 shows an overview of an

n
PLλ(cn0 ,c1 ) = Pvλn L λMod
L λ(cn0 ,c1 )

Net

n
L λDet
.

(16)

In this equation, Pvλn is the optical power at the VCSEL n
generating an optical signal on the wavelength λn . Moreover,
n
n
L λMod
and L λDet
, can be calculated based on (8) and (9a),
and are, respectively, the modulation loss and detection loss
imposed on the optical signal of the wavelength λn , while
L λ(cn0 ,c1 )
denotes the power loss from passing the optical
Net
routers in the optical switching network, and it can be calculated using (10) and (11). The subscript Net varies based on the
ONoC architecture in use, and it can be M, Ft, or Ftr when
considering mesh-based, folded-torus-based, or fat-tree-based
n
n
and L λDet
are the same for
ONoCs, respectively. While L λMod
different WDM-based ONoCs in this paper, L λ(cn0 ,c1 )
relies
Net
on the topological properties of each ONoC architecture and
hence is different in various WDM-based ONoCs.
The crosstalk noise from the interfering optical signals accumulated on the considered optical signal of the wavelength λn
while it is travelling from the processor core c0 toward the
core c1 is calculated in
λn
λn
λn
N(c
= NMod
+ N(c
0 ,c1 )
0 ,c1 )

Net

λn
+ NDet
.

(17)

λn
λn
In this equation, NMod
and NDet
, defined in (9b), show
the crosstalk noise power from the modulator and detector,
λn
respectively. Furthermore, N(c
is the crosstalk noise
0 ,c1 ) Net
introduced to the optical signal on the wavelength λn through
the optical routers inside the optical switching network.
We assume that NMod ∼
= 0 since the amount of crosstalk noise
λn
from the modulators at the receiver side is negligible. NDet
is
the same in different WDM-based ONoCs, but analyzing
λn
N(c
depends on each ONoC architecture. In this section,
0 ,c1 ) Net
an effort is made to systematically analyze the worst case as
λn
well as the average L λ(cn0 ,c1 ) and N(c
in the three well0 ,c1 ) Net
Net
known ONoC architectures, mesh-based, folded-torus-based,
and fat-tree-based ONoCs using WDM.
Figs. 6 and 7, respectively, show M × N WDM-based
mesh-based and folded-torus-based ONoCs, and the optimized WDM-based fat-tree-based ONoC comprises k processor cores. In these figures, the optical signals of different
wavelengths are shown using a single optical signal for convenience. As Fig. 7 shows, when the number of processor
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Fig. 6. (a) and (c) Worst case and (b) and (d) average SNR optical links
in M × N WDM-based mesh-based and folded-torus-based ONoCs using the
Crux optical router and W wavelengths.

cores is equal to k, there are a total number of log2 k − 1
levels in the fat tree. Each level is assigned with a number,
and we assume that the processor cores are located at level 0
and are connected to the optical routers at level 1. Optical
routers at different levels are illustrated in different colors for
convenience. The diverse architectural properties of the three
ONoC architectures result in different worst case and average
analyses, as we will show in this section.
The worst case SNR link simultaneously suffers from
high-power loss and crosstalk noise. Compared with the
worst case SNR link, the average SNR link passes through
a smaller number of optical routers, the average hop length
in this case, and suffers from less crosstalk noise compared
with the worst case link. In the following, we systematically
analyze the worst case and the average crosstalk noise and
SNR in WDM-based ONoCs. In this paper, M and N are
supposed to be even numbers.
A. Worst Case Analyses
Worst case SNR analyses in mesh-based, folded-torusbased, and fat-tree-based ONoCs using the single-wavelength
approach were proposed in [6]–[8]. Based on the analyses’
results from those previous works, we have analyzed different
optical links among the longest in WDM-based ONoCs and
have found that the worst case SNR optical links, i.e., the
routing paths inside the optical switching network, in meshbased, folded-torus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs using
WDM are similar to those demonstrated in those previous

Fig. 7. (a) Worst case and (b) average SNR optical links in WDM-based
fat-tree-based ONoCs using the OTAR and W wavelengths.

works. Considering (16) and (17), one can note that the
power loss and crosstalk noise caused by the modulation and
detection are unique among different optical links (routing
paths). However, the power loss and crosstalk noise from
the optical switching network depend on the routing path
as well as the ONoC architecture under study, as also discussed above (Fig. 5). Therefore, the worst case routing path
and the communication pattern that introduces the highest
crosstalk noise to the worst case SNR link inside the optical
switching network in each WDM-based ONoC architecture
remain the same as those in a single-wavelength-based ONoC.
Nevertheless, when using the WDM, the analyses and results
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are different due to the presence of different optical wavelengths. In this subsection, we present the worst case crosstalk
noise and SNR analyses for WDM-based folded-torus-based
ONoCs. The worst case SNR analysis for the other two WDMbased ONoC architectures, shown in Figs. 6(a) and 7(a),
is based on the worst case SNR analyses in [6] and [8]
and follows the same analytical approach proposed for
WDM-based folded-torus-based ONoCs.
We previously demonstrated that the worst case SNR link
in folded-torus-based ONoCs using the single-wavelength
approach and an arbitrary 5 × 5 optical router should be
among the first, second, third, and fourth longest optical
links [7]. We have analyzed the SNR of those optical links in
WDM-based folded-torus-based ONoCs using the Crux optical
router to find the worst case SNR link. The analyses’ results
indicate that when the Crux optical router is employed the
optical link from the processor core (1, 1) toward the
core (M, N), as shown in Fig. 6(c), has the worst case
SNR. Considering all the possible traffic patterns and dynamic
workloads in the network, the communication pattern, shown
as dotted-green lines in Figs. 6 and 7, is considered in such
a way as to guarantee that the worst case (average) crosstalk
noise be received at the destination of the optical signal while
analyzing the worst case (average) SNR in each architecture.
According to Fig. 6(c) and (16), the power of the optical
signal of the wavelength λn on the worst case SNR link in
WDM-based folded-torus-based ONoCs using the Crux optical
router is calculated in (18a), and the worst case power loss
n
from the optical switching network, W tcL λ((1,1),(M,N))
, is
Ft
defined in (18b). The seven terms on the right-hand side of the
latter equation represent the insertion losses from the optical
routers on the path (first five terms), the crossing loss from
the waveguide crossings at the network level, and the bending
losses. The first subscript, a, indicates the use of the Crux
optical router, while the second and third subscripts represent,
respectively, the input and output port numbers in the optical
router (Fig. 3)
n
n
n
= Pvλn L λMod
W tcL λ((1,1),(M,N))
W tc P L λ((1,1),(M,N))

Ft

n
L λDet

(18a)
where
n
W tcL λ((1,1),(M,N))
 N Ft

=

λn
−1
n
L λa,0,2
L a,4,22





λn M −1
n
L λa,2,3
L a,1,32

n
L λa,3,0
L 3M+3N−4
L 2b . (18b)
c

In (18b), the insertion losses imposed by passing an optical
router can be calculated based on (10). By way of example,
according to the Crux optical router structure in Fig. 3(a) and
n
using (10), L λa,0,2
, i.e., the insertion loss from the injection
port toward the East output port for the optical signal on the
−2n
L p1 L 4b L 3c .
wavelength λn , equals L 5W
p0
Considering the worst case SNR link shown in Fig. 6(c), the
worst case crosstalk noise power accumulated on the optical
signal carried on the wavelength λn on that link is calculated
in
λn
λn
= W tcN((1,1),(M,N))
W tcN((1,1),(M,N))

Ft

λn
+ NDet
(19a)

where



N
n
n
− 1 n λa,4,2
= n λa,0,2
+
Ft
2


M
n
n
n
− 1 n λa,1,3
+ n λa,2,3
+
+n λa,3,0
. (19b)
2

λn
W tcN((1,1),(M,N))

λn
In this equation, W tcN((1,1),(M,N))
is the worst case
Ft
crosstalk noise power accumulated on the optical signal λn
on the worst case SNR link through the optical switching
network, and it is defined in (19b). In this equation, n λi,nj , as
defined in (13), is the crosstalk noise power added to the
considered optical signal of the wavelength λn . Different
n λi,nj can be defined similarly to the crosstalk noise power
calculation in (15) proposed for the example shown in Fig. 4.
The power of the interfering optical signals at each Crux
optical router on the worst case SNR link can be calculated
based on the communication pattern shown in Fig. 6(c). For
instance, considering the first Crux optical router on the worst
case SNR link indicated in this figure, the considered optical
signal traveling from the injection port toward the East output
port is mixed with the interfering optical signals through the
North, South, and West input ports. The crosstalk noise power
accumulated on the considered optical signal through these
n
, in which the power
input ports can be calculated using n λa,0,2
of the interfering optical signal, for example, at the North
n
n
input port, P1λn in (13), equals Pvλn L λMod
L λ((2,1),(1,1))
, where
Ft

n
n
L λ((2,1),(1,1))
= L λa,0,1
L b L 2c [Fig. 6(c) and (16)]. Similarly,
Ft
the power of the interfering optical signals at the South
input port, P3λn , and at the West input port, P4λn , can be
calculated.
The worst case SNR in WDM-based folded-torus-based
ONoCs using the Crux optical router for the optical signal
of the wavelength λn is calculated in


n
W tc P L λ((1,1),(M,N))
λn
W tcSNR ((1,1),(M,N)) = 10 log
.
λn
W tcN((1,1),(M,N))
(20)
n
In this equation, W tc P L λ((1,1),(M,N))
is the detected optical
signal power carried on the wavelength λn on the worst case
λn
SNR link and is defined in (18a), while W tcN((1,1),(M,N))
,
defined in (19a), denotes the worst case crosstalk noise power
received at the photodetector PDn associated with the optical
signal λn in the receiver.

B. Average Analyses
The signal power loss is associated with the hop length
of the signal, and hence the average hop length needs to be
considered to analyze the average signal power loss in each
ONoC architecture. Moreover, the crosstalk noise introduced
by the average SNR link and the other interfering optical
links should result in the average crosstalk noise power being
received at the destination of the average SNR link. While the
power loss and crosstalk noise analyses for the modulation
and detection are the same as those proposed for the worst
case analyses, the average power loss and crosstalk noise
power from the optical switching network in the average case
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is different. Given the network size is M × N, (21a) indicates the average hop length in mesh-based ONoCs, HAvgM ,
while the average hop length in folded-torus-based ONoCs,
HAvgFt , when M and N are even numbers, is calculated
in (21b) [23]. In addition, the average hop length in optimized fat-tree-based ONoCs consisting of k processor cores is
defined in (21c)


M+N
(21a)
HAvgM =
3

 2
(M + 2M)(N + 1) + (N 2 + 2N)(M + 1)
HAvgFt =
4(M N + M + N)
(21b)
⎡
⎤

log2 k−1 

1
1
.
HAvgFtr = ⎢
(log2 k − i − 1) + log2 k − ⎥
⎢
2i−1
2⎥
⎢ i=2
⎥

Considering the average signal power, defined in (22a), and
the average crosstalk noise power, calculated in (23a), the
average SNR at the destination of the optical signal on
the wavelength λn in WDM-based mesh-based ONoCs using
the Crux optical router can be calculated using

n
AvgSNRλ((2,2),c
1)

n
n
n
n
= Pvλn L λMod
AvgL λ((2,2),c
L λDet
AvgP L λ((2,2),c
1)
1)

M

(22a)

λ (α )

M

λ (α )

n 1
n 2
n
n
n
= L λa,0,2
L a,4,2
L λa,4,3
L a,1,3
L λa,1,0
.

(22b)

n
In (22a), AvgL λ((2,2),c
is the power loss imposed on the
1) M
average SNR link through the optical switching network,
as defined in (22b). Considering the communication pattern
shown in Fig. 6(b), the average crosstalk noise power introduced by the interfering optical signals to the considered
optical signal of the wavelength λn on the average SNR link
is calculated in

λn
λn
= AvgN((2,2),c
AvgN((2,2),c
1)
1)

M

λn
+ NDet

(23a)

where
λn
N((2,2),c
1)

M

λn
AvgN((2,2),c
1)

.

(24)

n
n
n
PLλ((3,1),c
= Pvλn L λMod
AvgL λ((3,1),c
1)
1)

Ft

n
L λDet

(25a)

where
n
AvgL λ((3,1),c
1)

Ft

λn
AvgN((3,1,),c
1)

λn ( N+1
−1) λn
6 N+1 −2
2
L a,2,0 L c 2
Lb

n
= L λa,0,2
L a,4,2

=

λn
AvgN((3,1),c
1) F t

+

λn
NDet

(25b)
(26a)

where
λn
AvgN((3,1),c
1)

Ft

n
AvgSNRλ((3,1),c
1)





N +1
n
n
+ n λa,2,0
− 1 n λa,4,2
2
(26b)


λn
AvgPL((3,1),c1)
= 10 log
.
(27)
λn
AvgN((3,1),c
1)
n
= n λa,0,2
+

Moreover, the average signal power, crosstalk noise power, and
SNR in WDM-based fat-tree-based ONoCs using the OTAR,
shown in Fig. 7(b), can be calculated based on
n
n
n
= Pvλn L λMod
AvgL λ(k,c
AvgPLλ(k,c
1)
1)

F tr

n
L λDet

(28a)

where
n
AvgL λ(k,c
1)

where
n
AvgL λ((2,2),c
1)



Fig. 6(d) shows the average SNR link in WDM-based
folded-torus-based ONoCs using the Crux optical router.
Similar to the average analyses proposed for WDM-based
mesh-based ONoCs, the average signal power, crosstalk noise
power, and SNR in WDM-based folded-torus-based ONoCs
using the Crux optical router are calculated in

(21c)
We have analyzed different optical links with the average
hop length in WDM-based mesh-based and folded-torus-based
ONoCs using the Crux optical router as well as in WDM-based
fat-tree-based ONoCs using the OTAR, and we have found that
the optical links shown in Figs. 6(b) and (d), and 7(b) are the
average SNR links in those ONoC architectures, respectively.
The average SNR link in WDM-based mesh-based ONoCs
using the Crux optical router is the one that starts from the
processor core c0 = (2, 2), passes through α1 = N/3 − 1
routers on the X-section, turns to the Y -section, passes through
α2 = M/3 −1+(M + N /3 mod2) routers on the Y -section,
and finally is received at its destination core, c1 , as shown
in Fig. 6(b). Using (21a) and (16), the power loss imposed
on the optical signal of the wavelength λn on this link is
calculated in (22a). Since the average SNR link is diverse
for different network sizes, we use c1 to indicate the destination of the average SNR link in each ONoC. For each
network size, c1 can be determined by considering the coordinates of the source processor core, the optical path shown
in Figs. 6(b) and (d), and 7(b), and is based on the average
hop length for each ONoC architecture

= 10 log

n
AvgP L λ((2,2),c
1)

n
n
n
n
n
= n λa,0,2
+ α1 n λa,4,2
+ n λa,4,3
+ α2 n λa,1,3
+ n λa,1,0
.

(23b)

=

F tr
λn (log2 k−5) λn
λn (2) λn (log2 k−5)
L b,3,1 L b,2,1
L b,2,3 L b,1,2
L b,1,3 L αb 3 L αc 4
λn
λn
λn
AvgN(k,c
= AvgN(k,c
+ NDet
1)
1 ) F tr

(28b)
(29a)

where
λn
AvgN(k,c
1)

F tr

n
AvgSNRλ(k,c
1)

n
n
= 2n λb,3,1
+ (log2 k − 5)n λb,2,1
+ n b,2,3
n
n
+(log2 k − 5)n λb,1,2
+ n λb,1,3


n
AvgPLλ(k,c
1)
= 10 log
.
λn
AvgN(k,c
1)

(29b)
(30)

In these equations, α3 = 4 log2 k −10 and α4 = 2(log2 k−3) −2.
In addition, the subscript k represents the source processor
core’s number.
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Fig. 8. Worst case signal power, crosstalk noise power, and SNR in an
8 × 8 WDM-based mesh-based ONoC using the Crux optical router (W = 8,
FSR = 6 nm, and Q = 9000).

V. Q UANTITATIVE S IMULATIONS
The proposed analytical models for the worst case as
well as the average crosstalk noise and SNR in different
WDM-based ONoC architectures have been included in our
newly developed CLAP [7], [24]. Using CLAP and applying
recent fabricated device parameters, as listed in Table I, we
present and compare the quantitative simulation results of the
worst case as well as the average signal power, crosstalk
noise power, and SNR in real case studies of WDM-based
mesh-based, folded-torus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs
using the Crux optical router and the OTAR. It is assumed
that the injection laser power, Pv , at the different VCSELs is
the same and is equal to 0 dBm. It is worth mentioning that
the output power at the E-O interface depends on the power
loss imposed on the optical path. Moreover, a waveguide with
a size of 450 nm × 200 nm and an MR with a diameter of
10 μm are considered.
Fig. 8 shows the worst case signal power, crosstalk noise
power, and SNR received at different photodetectors at the
destination of the worst case SNR link in an 8 × 8 mesh-based
ONoC using the Crux optical router [Fig. 6(a)] when W, FSR,
and Q equal 8, 6 nm, and 9000, respectively. As can be seen,
while the signal power slightly decreases as the wavelength’s
number, n, increases, the crosstalk noise power rises when
n < (W /2), peaks at n = (W /2), and then moderately reduces
for n > (W /2). Accordingly, the SNR decreases at first
and then starts increasing for the last few wavelengths. The
behavior of the crosstalk noise power can be described based
on (3b): when |λn − λMRm | is larger, the resulting crosstalk
noise power will be lower, and as it declines, the crosstalk
noise power will become higher. Since the results for different
wavelengths are not the same, we consider the worst case
(average) values among different wavelengths when showing
the worst case (average) results in the rest of this paper.
The proposed analytical models for WDM-based ONoCs
in Section IV are based on W, FSR, and Q. Understanding
the SNR variations based on employing different values for
those parameters, we analyze and compare the worst case
SNR in different ONoC architectures of the same network
size (M = N = 8 and k = 64) while considering different
values of W, FSR, and Q in CLAP. The analyses’ results
from CLAP are shown in Fig. 9, in which we consider

Fig. 9. Worst case SNR in 8 × 8 (64-core) WDM-based mesh-based, foldedtorus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs using the Crux optical router and
OTAR while considering different values of W, FSR, and Q. (a) FSR = 32 nm
and Q = 9000. (b) W = 32 and Q = 9000. (c) W = 16 and FSR = 32 nm.

using  = (FSR/2W ). It is worth mentioning that the MRs
diameter varies according to the employed values of Q and
FSR in Fig. 9. As Fig. 9(a) shows, when the FSR and Q
are, respectively, 32 nm and 9000 and W varies, the SNR
decreases with an increase in W. In other words, when W
increases, a larger number of MRs is required, which imposes
a higher power loss and crosstalk noise power, and hence a
lower SNR. In addition, as W increases over a fixed FSR,
the spacing among different wavelengths becomes smaller,
which results in a higher crosstalk noise power, and consequently lower SNR. Fig. 9(b) shows the SNR variations when
W = 32 and Q = 9000, but FSR varies from 2 to 128 nm.
As the FSR increases, the spacing among different optical
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Fig. 10. Signal power, crosstalk noise power, and SNR in WDM-based mesh-based and folded-torus-based ONoCs using the Crux optical router (W = 16,
FSR = 32 nm, and Q = 9000). (a) Worst case signal and crosstalk noise power. (b) Average signal and crosstalk noise power. (c) Worst case SNR.
(d) Average SNR.

wavelengths becomes larger, and thus the SNR improves
[see (3b)]. Considering Fig. 9(a) and (b), one can notice that
when Q = 9000 and (FSR/W ) > 1 nm, the resultant SNR
is improved. However, (FSR/W )  1 nm cannot considerably improve the SNR. Finally, Fig. 9(c) shows the SNR
variations under different values of Q and when W = 16 and
FSR = 32 nm. The higher the value of Q, the better the SNR
is. Furthermore, there is a slight improvement in the SNR
when Q becomes very large.
Fig. 10 shows the worst case and the average signal
power, crosstalk noise power, and SNR comparison between
WDM-based mesh-based and folded-torus-based ONoCs using
the Crux optical router under different network sizes.
We considered the use of 16 wavelengths, W = 16, with
FSR = 32 nm and Q = 9000, and we found that when
M and N are equal, the resulting SNR is the best. Hence,
in the simulation, as shown on the x-axis in Fig. 10, we
considered M = N. As Fig. 10(a) and (b) shows, the worst
case and the average signal power decrease when the network
size increases, while the worst case and the average crosstalk
noise power increase. Furthermore, WDM-based folded-torusbased ONoCs have higher worst case signal power and lower
crosstalk noise power compared with WDM-based mesh-based
ONoCs. However, both the average signal power and crosstalk
noise power in WDM-based mesh-based ONoCs are higher
than those in WDM-based folded-torus-based ONoCs under
different networks sizes. According to Fig. 10(c) and (d), the
worst case and the average SNR exponentially reduce when

the network scales. In addition, the worst case and the average
SNR in WDM-based folded-torus-based ONoCs are higher
than those in WDM-based mesh-based ONoCs using the Crux
optical router. Another important observation is that under all
the network sizes in both ONoC architectures, the worst case
crosstalk noise power is higher than the signal power, and
hence the worst case SNR is smaller than 0 dB. Considering the average case, however, the average crosstalk noise
power only exceeds the average signal power in WDM-based
mesh-based ONoCs larger than 16 × 16 and in folded-torusbased ONoCs larger than 20 × 20.
The worst case and the average signal power, crosstalk noise
power, and SNR in WDM-based fat-tree-based ONoCs using
the OTAR and when W = 16, FSR = 32 nm, and Q = 9000
are shown in Fig. 11. According to this figure, while there is a
rapid reduction in the worst case and the average signal power
with an increase in the number of processor cores, the worst
case and the average crosstalk noise power are, respectively,
almost equal to −10 and −14 dBm for different network
scales. This is because when the network scales, the worst
case and the average SNR link include more optical routers
and this results in higher crosstalk noise accumulation and, at
the same time, higher power loss. However, the accumulated
crosstalk noise through a larger number of optical routers is
small, and the imposed extra power loss is high enough to
attenuate both the signal power and crosstalk noise power.
This attenuation in signal power and the accumulated crosstalk
noise power depends on the topological properties of the
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TABLE II
W ORST C ASE AND AVERAGE S IGNAL P OWER , C ROSSTALK N OISE P OWER , AND SNR C OMPARISON (W = 16, FSR = 32 nm, AND Q = 9000)

fat-tree-based ONoCs using the OTAR have the highest worst
case SNR under the same network size. As the network scales,
however, the worst case SNR in WDM-based folded-torusbased ONoCs using the Crux optical router is the highest,
while WDM-based fat-tree-based ONoCs using the OTAR
achieve the highest average SNR. The worst case crosstalk
noise power exceeds the worst case signal power in all three
architectures when the network size is 16 × 16. Comparing
the signal power efficiency, one can notice that WDM-based
mesh-based ONoCs using the Crux optical router have the best
worst case and average signal power when the network size is
small. As the network scales, WDM-based folded-torus-based
ONoCs and WDM-based mesh-based ONoCs using the Crux
optical router achieve the highest worst case and average signal
power, respectively.
VI. C ONCLUSION

Fig. 11. Signal power, crosstalk noise power, and SNR in WDM-based fattree-based ONoCs using the OTAR (W = 16, FSR = 32 nm, and Q = 9000).
(a) Worst case results. (b) Average results.

ONoC architecture and the structure of the optical router.
As Fig. 11(a) shows, the worst case signal power is smaller
than the worst case crosstalk noise power when the number
of processor cores is larger than 26 . In addition, considering
Fig. 11(b), the average crosstalk noise power exceeds the
average signal power when the number of processor cores is
larger than 29 .
Table II compares the worst case as well as the average
signal power, crosstalk noise power, and SNR among the
three ONoC architectures when the network size is 8 × 8
(64 cores) and 16 × 16 (256 cores). According to this
table, WDM-based mesh-based ONoCs using the Crux optical
router have the lowest worst case and average SNR under
both network sizes. Using the same optical router and when
the network size is small, WDM-based folded-torus-based
ONoCs achieve the highest average SNR, while WDM-based

Crosstalk noise is a critical issue for the SNR performance
of WDM-based ONoCs. Evaluating the worst case as well
as the average crosstalk noise and SNR in different ONoC
architectures helps choose a proper ONoC architecture that
can efficiently satisfy certain performance and scalability
requirements. We present detailed systematical analyses and
comparisons of the worst case as well as the average signal
power, crosstalk noise power, and SNR in WDM-based meshbased, folded-torus-based, and fat-tree-based ONoCs using
the Crux optical router and the OTAR. The proposed analytical models are integrated into a recently released CLAP
to facilitate the analyses in arbitrary WDM-based ONoCs.
Performing quantitative simulations in CLAP, we indicate
that different ONoC architectures result in different SNR
performances. Moreover, we demonstrate how the SNR varies
when employing different numbers of optical wavelengths
and values of FSR and Q in WDM-based ONoCs. We also
find that crosstalk noise considerably restricts the scalability
of ONoCs; for example, in the worst case and considering
the use of 16 optical wavelengths with FSR = 32 nm and
Q = 9000, for network sizes larger than 6 × 6 in WDM-based
folded-torus-based and WDM-based mesh-based ONoCs using
the Crux optical router and larger than 64 processor cores
in WDM-based fat-tree-based ONoCs using the OTAR, the
crosstalk noise power exceeds the signal power.
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