Unmanned Satellites On Postage Stamps

25. The Ariel Series

Don Hillger -su5200
and Garry Toth

This is the twenty-fifth in a series of articles about un-manned satellites on postage stamps.
This article features the British Ariel-series satellites. Six Ariel satellites were successfully
launched, starting with Ariel-1 on 26 April 1962, and ending with Ariel-6 on 2 June 1979.
There were no launch failures of Aniel satellites. The Ariel series is also called the UK series
of satellites due to the British role in their development,

The Ariels were physics and astrophysics
satellites, with experiments (o study the
ionasphere, galactic radio noise, X-rays, and
cosmic rays. The satellites had cylindrical
bodies with dilferent cones or caps on one
end, and were spin stabilized along the
eylinder axis. Ariel-1 and 2 had various anmns
and paddles on the other end of the body:
in this respect they were a bit like some of
the early Explorerseries salellites.

Three of the laterdesign Ariels (Ariel-3,
4, and 6) had four large “arms” allached
diagonally Lo Lhe spacecraft body These
arms looked somewhat like snowshoes with
ubular frames and in facl conlained solar
panels that looked a bit like webhing.
Antennas and instruments were soimelimes
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attached to these arms. For Ariel6 the arms
were perpendicular to the spacecrall body,
and the cap on lop
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was hemispherical
rather than conical.

Ariel-5 was unlike
the other Ariels, being
a large cylinder aboul
I min diameter and
length, with no signifi-
. canl attachments. In
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This close-up
reveals the
Ariel satellite
circling the
globe on this
Hungarian
stamp.

< fact, the spacecrall
e ot Jooked much like
Explorer-p4 and 55, and was indeed
uncharacteristic of the rest of the Ariel series.

Most of the postal items [or Ariel show
Ariel-1 or 2, with only a couple of ilems
showing Ariel-3. Some of the images show
a greal deal of detail of the spacecraft, As
far as the author knows, there are no postal
items known that show Ariel, Ariel-5, or
Ariel-6. %

Continued on next page W
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Below is o checklist of Arielseries sotellite postal items, If readers know of additional information
or images, please contact the authors using the e-mail oddresses at the bottom of this pege.

Country Catalog #*  Type of Item* * Year Notes
oo (. LV P Stamp . — A 200 Atiel3/4
Equaterial Guinea BLAZGT In margin of imperforate 551 1978 Areld/4
e e _ black  IMIA1343) silver foil, blockprinting
Equateral Guinea BLAZGY In margin of impertorate 551 1978  Ariel3/4
........................................................ ! Red (MiA1343], silver foil, red printing
Equaterial Guinea BLAZ97
______________________________________________________________ black N
Fquatorial Guinea BLAZ97 Ariel-3/4
........................................... Red " - e ddsidissibaiin
Hungary 1666 Avrigl]
11666 ...
Hungary 2667 _ riel-1/2
Mongolia o C33K Oneof MS12 [C33ad)
Oman State. (Motlisied  Oneof M58
Panama 472 (Mi993)  Stmp
Panama 472¢ (BL59)  In margin of MS2 (472A-472B)
o : :d?ZcﬂBLéO} {changed cn_:\|ors an imperforq}e}
Panama 492 472 overprinted in block
. .1 10 () 0 A
Panama 492 var 472 overprinted in gold
; b L < - e
Panama 4928 In margin of MSZ (472¢)
[BL99a-a/pl] overprinted in black [changed
(Bl99a-0/p?] colors on imperforate)
.. 14928 [BL100c} In morgin of MS2{472¢)
Panama 4928 var averprinted in gold (changed
{BLE9L) colors on imperforate)
14928 var
_______ (BL10Ob) . e S | . oottt . SIS
Panama C365¢ One of M54 [C365ad] + selvedge 1949 Ariel-3
B i e L St
Philippines . bl2 1968  Adell
Philippines  BL2 (o/p] 19682 Ariel-]
P Stamp ! 1966 _ Aviel2
Saint Thomas In margin of 551 1989 Ariel-1/2
andPrincelslonds ] N B o el i
Satellite Beach Local SekCd (blue) 1964 Ariell
Florida USA ! g ol Ty Sastl i) pen il i
Satellite Beach Local Sel-C4 (blue) overprinted in gold 1965 Ariel)
F;Of'idu USA i s -~ A A YA AP+ Ao AN e S ot 71 Py et 164 54 o e s 4790
onga Notlisted  Oneofessaystip of3 1983 Acell/2
UmmAl Qiwein M8  Stomp. Voo, Adehkl/2
Umm Al Giwain Mi92 M8l overprinted new currency 1967 Adebl/2
Yugoslavia 1045 Stamp 1271 Ariel]

“Seoll cotolog number, unless prefived with Mi or BL lor Michel: " prefiv denotes imperlorate version.
S5 = souvenic sheef, MS# = minialure sheet 4 is number of stomps in sheet; numbers o parentheses are cotalog numbers of the stamp|s)

Rendlers are referred to the authors’ website for checklists and images of Ariel satellites as well as launch covers
and postal items fealuring these satellites ot www.cira. colostate. edu/ramm/hillger/Eole.him  Email correspondence
is welcome, Don Hillger can be reached at hillger@ cira.colostate.edu and Garry Toth ot gorry_toth@hotmail.com
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