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Luis Garcia Named 
Department Head of 
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering

Professor 
Luis Garcia 
has been 
named 
department 
head of civil 
and envi-
ronmental 
engineering 
at Colorado State University. A 
faculty member since 1990, Garcia 
has served as interim department 
head since 2005. Over the past 
two years, the department has 
seen significant advancements in 
research expenditures and student 
outreach. “This is an exciting time 
for the civil and environmental 
engineering department,” said 
Garcia. “The hiring demand for 
our graduates is at historically 
high levels. In addition, all the 
recently hired faculty members are 
allowing us to explore new areas 
of research and allow the depart-
ment to continue to strengthen 
our internationally known research 
and education programs.” Garcia’s 
research interests are in the 
application of decision support 
systems, computer modeling, and 
spatial analysis in natural resources 
systems, specifically in applications 
for water resources, irrigation, and 
drainage. He is the founder and 
director of the Integrated Decision 
Support Group, a multidisciplinary 
research group that is part of 
The Water Center at Colorado 
State, and has also worked as 
associate director of the Colorado 
Agricultural Experiment Station 
at CSU. He is the recipient of the 
Faculty Award for Excellence in 
Service for the Department of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering 
among many other awards. 

Hydraulics Lab Conducts Cutting-Edge Research
Years ago, a statics course at Colorado 

State University inspired Chris Thornton, a 
trained chef, to put away his knives and enter 
the world of hydraulic engineering.

“It was all about solving little puzzles, and 
I absolutely loved it,” Thornton says. 

Today, as CSU’s Engineering Research 
Center director and director of its hydraulics 
lab, Thornton oversees cutting-edge research 
addressing water problems across the coun-
try. 

He and his team conduct research in an 
impressive 20,000-foot indoor lab man-
aged by Amanda Cox, that sits at the base of 
Horsetooth Reservoir. “We’re lucky we can 
draw water from the bottom of Horsetooth 
to replicate prototype river flow for our 
research,” he says.

Currently, Thornton and his staff of 
engineers, undergraduate and graduate 
students are conducting a major study of 
a section of California’s Sacramento River. 
Sedimentation on the river’s banks is shut-
ting off water at a pump station used to irri-
gate adjacent nut and fruit orchards.

“It’s a threat to the infrastructure and use 
of the river,” Thornton says.

To find solutions, Thornton and his team 
play in water each day, thanks to a 24-foot 
by 100-foot model that replicates the study 
area right down to the vegetation – decidu-
ous trees and shrubs used by model train 
enthusiasts. 

“We’re looking at methods that will sta-
bilize the banks and ensure that gravel from 
the river can wash through the bend so it 
doesn’t accumulate and cover the intake at 
the pump station, shutting off the water,” 
he says.

In other research, the lab is investigating 
effects of pier scour, caused when accu-
mulating debris brushes against piers and 
washes away sediment, compromising pier 
stability. “We’re studying ways to keep them 
intact,” he says.

Also, the lab is compiling its research on 
bridge scour as a guide for engineers. “We’re 

paying great attention to this,” Thornton 
says. “Our findings are being reported in a 
book that includes new practices and clear, 
concise guidelines, so we’ve got to get it 
right.”

New Orleans is also a point of research as 
the CSU team joins in a study of sediment 
control at the levees. “We’re part of a large 
international team that’s been figuring out 
how to protect the levees since Hurricane 
Katrina, and it’s a complicated problem,” 
he says. 

Water packs quite a wallop, Thornton 
says. “The hydraulics team and our support-
ing engineering teams do an amazing job as 
we constantly learn about its force.” 

CSU’s engineering lab draws students 
from around the world, thanks to its reputa-
tion as a state-of-the-art research center and 
its place among the nation’s top universities 
in the study of hydraulics.

“We’re able to put out the best hydraulic 
engineers because they’ve had a chance to 
work in the actual environment,” he says.

Physical models at the hydraulics lab.
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Mohamed Rami Mahmoud, M.S. 1993 
Civil, Ph.D. 1995, Civil, a research professor 
in the National Water Research Center and 
director of the Main Information Center for 
the Ministry Office, Egypt, gave a presenta-

Accolades go to Harold “Hal” Simpson, 
B.S. 1967, M.S. 1969 Civil, who received the 
General Palmer Award from the American 
Council of Engineering Companies of 
Colorado.

Jay Patel, M.S. 1968 Civil, recently brought 
us up-to-date. In 1973, Jay joined a small 
private consulting engineering firm located 
in Ventura county and specializing in land 
development. He worked in the private 
arena for over 12 years. Jay has two children, 
daughter, Neeta, and son, Rajan. 1975 was a 
memorable year for the Patels. His son, Rajan, 
was born in January; Jay became a natural-
ized citizen in May; and his parents moved 
from India along with his sister in October. 
In 1976 he started taking MBA classes during 
the economic downturn. He completed the 
course work in ’79, completed the disserta-
tion in ’87, and got his MPA in ’88 from 
CSUN. Jay changed jobs in ’85 moving to the 
public sector. He worked for Ventura County 
for a short time, joined the City of Oxnard 
in August ’86, and then moved from the City 
of Oxnard to the City of Santa Paula in ’94. 
About 11 months ago, he joined the City of 
Agoura Hills. Jay is currently 65 and says he is 
getting close to the retirement stage. He and 
his wife, Pushpa, reside in Ventura County in 
a small town along highway 101 between Los 
Angeles and Santa Barbara.

James Klang, B.S. 1981 Civil, joined 
Kieser-Associates as a senior project scientist. 
James joined K&A after being lead engineer 
at the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Total Maximum Daily Load program.

Mark McLean, B.S. 1982 Civil, was named 
by Deere & Ault Consultants, Inc. as a key 
professional. Mark has 20 years of experi-
ence in civil engineering focusing on water 
resources and water rights. Mark joins other 
CSU civil engineering alumni at Deere & Ault 
including Daniel Ault, M.S. 1981 Civil, Colby 
Hayden, B.S. 1984 Civil, Michael Ballantine, 

B.S. 1978, M.S. 1980 Civil, and Scott Palmer, 
B.S. 1999 Civil.

Dan Overton, B.S. 1985 Civil, was named 
an ASCE Fellow. Dan is with Tetra Tech, Inc., 
in Fort Collins and is past president of the 
ASCE Northern Colorado Branch.

Christopher Doherty, B.S.1991 Civil, ac-
cepted a position as a senior project manager 
in the area of hydrology and hydraulics with 
Brown & Gay Engineers in Houston.

Armando Balloffet, Ph.D. 1992 Civil, re-
ports that he continues to spend a great deal 
of time traveling, working for Asian Develop-
ment Bank, USAID, and Millennium Change 
Corporation. He recently was at a meeting in 
Vientiane, Laos, dealing with the proposed 
Nam Ngiep 1 Hydropower Project and ran 
into Professor Thavivongse Sriburi, Ph.D. 
1983 Civil, director of the Environmental Re-
search Institute of Chulalongkorn University 
in Bangkok. 

Robertus Triweko, Ph.D. 1992 Civil, 
received the decree from the Minister of 
National Education for his professorship in 
water resources engineering at Parahyangan 
Catholic University in Indonesia.

Alumni Focus
David Frick (B.S., 1973; M.S., 1976; Ph.D., 1990 Civil) is executive vice president of Ayres Associates, an engineer-

ing consulting firm with 16 offices in eight states. He was promoted to this position from Vice President in 2001. Da-
vid has been with this company since 1972 when he was an undergraduate at Colorado State. The company started 
in Fort Collins as M.W. Bittinger and Associates, Inc., which then became Resource Consultants, Inc., and merged 
with Ayres Associates in 1994. David’s expertise is in surface and groundwater hydrology and hydraulics, including 
studies related to floodplain mapping, drainage, flood control, and hydraulic design of water resource facilities. An 
individual who believes in giving back to his community, David served on the City of Fort Collins All City Water 
Board, served as president of the Fort Collins Housing Authority, and is now president of the nonprofit CARE Housing Inc., which works 
to provide affordable housing for low-income families. David married Gail Richardson, B.S. 1975 Biological Science, in 1977. They have 
two children: Donald, 27, a CSU 2002 B.S. graduate in Civil Engineering; and Anna, 26, who went on to pursue a career in music. When 
asked what might be a fond memory of CSU, David said, “I thoroughly enjoyed the learning process as an undergraduate and now truly 
appreciate what it was like to have the opportunity to gain knowledge without all the ‘real world responsibilities.’”

Alumnus Rami Mohmoud, second from 
left, is pictured with Tom Sheng, B.S. 

1973 engineering science, M.S. and Ph.D. 
mechanical engineering, department head 

Luis Garcia, and Professor Ramchand Oad.

tion on “Water Resources and Demand in 
Egypt: Future and Challenges” at CSU on 
October 8. Rami caught up on all the news 
with his former professors (see photo). 

John Bingham, B.S. 1994, M.S. 1997 Civil, 
is currently with Hart Crowser in Seattle, 
Washington. He writes, “I continue to learn 
something new almost every day at my 
current position at Hart Crowser. I greatly 
appreciate the things I learned from you all at 
CSU. The practical things I learned continue 
to be the foundation for the diverse experi-
ences that I’ve had.” John met Todd Cotton, 
B.S. 1992, M.S. 1995 Civil, at a rock mechan-
ics short course in Seattle. 

Congratulations to Brenndan Torres, B.S. 
1995, M.S. 1997 Civil, for being named resto-
ration project manager for Carl Walker, Inc., 
in Englewood, Colorado.

Thomas Chapel, M.S. 1998 Civil, was 
elected to ASCE’s Board of Governors for Re-
gion 7. Tom is currently employed with Tetra 
Tech, Inc., in Fort Collins, as a senior geotech-
nical engineer. He was a founding member of 
ASCE’s Northern Colorado Branch.

Mark Kempton, B.S. 1999 Civil, is now 
senior engineer for Anderson Consulting 
Engineers, Inc., in Fort Collins.

Sunny Rose, B.S. 2002 Civil, returned to 
the States in August after about five years in 
the Navy. He spent most of his last year in 
Afghanistan work-
ing with Afghan 
contractors and en-
gineers to build local 
infrastructure. He is 
now living in Seattle 
and taking time off. 
Sunny plans to go 
to graduate school 
to study transporta-
tion/construction.

Sang Ngyuen, B.S. 2006 Civil, is attending 
the University of Tennessee for his master’s in 
environmental-water quality.
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Alumni News from the Peace Corps
Cara Shonsey, B.S. 2005 Civil, is currently in her second year with the Peace Corps in 

Africa. She reports that after a backpacking trip in April in an area called Monentali with 
a 1,000+ vertical foot climb in 100+ degrees heat, she returned to her village and Kita. She 
and her five other volunteers have put together midwife training for their villagers, as they 
do not have access to health care, and a behavior change program to improve hygiene. They 
also taught the villagers how to make soap so the women could sell it and make a profit. 
During the rainy season, Cara went to Bamako and taught swimming lessons to Malians, the 
equivalent of firemen/first responders, so they could perform rescues in the Niger River. She 
then returned to her village, where she plans to implement a project building soak pits and 
distributing mosquito nets to help curb Malaria. 

What Some of Our Fall 
and Spring Graduates 
Are Doing Now

Ryan Byrne, B.S. 2007 Civil, has taken an 
Engineer I position with Martin/Martin in 
Lakewood, Colorado.

Christina Dodson, B.S. 2007 Civil, is 
pursuing graduate studies in environmental 
engineering at Michigan State University.

Rae (Rossetti) Doner, B.S. 2007 Civil, is 
working with Eclipse Engineering, Inc., as an 
engineer-in-training for structural engineer-
ing in Montana. 

Art Gallagher, B.S. 2007 Civil, has taken a 
position as field engineer with Hubbard Con-
struction Company (Eurovia) in Florida.

Luke Harris, B.S. 2007 Civil, is now with 
Bishop-Brogden Associates in Englewood, 
Colorado, as a water resource engineer.

Steven Humphrey, B.S. 2007 Civil, is a 
production engineer with TST Consulting 
Engineers, Inc., in Fort Collins.

Chris Muller, B.S. 2007 Civil, is now De-
sign Engineer I for S.A. Miro Inc. in Denver, 
Colorado.

Takao Sawahata, B.S. 2007 Civil, is a 
Bridge Engineer 1-3 in training for the Wash-
ington State Department of Transportation.

Logan Burba, B.S. 2007 Civil, is a Water 
resources engineer with Leonard Rice Engi-
neers in Denver.

Carter Mast, B.S. 2007 Civil and Construc-
tion Management, is studying structural 
mechanics in graduate school at the Univer-
sity of Washington.

Spring Civil and Environmental Graduates

Front row (from left): Dr. Luis Garcia, Dr. Larry Roesner, Dr. Tom Sanders, Dr. 
Marvin Criswell, Dr. Darrell Fontane, Laurie Alburn, adviser. 2nd row: Ashley 
Henzel (CE), Logan Burba (CE), Kathleen Lucchesi (CE), Amanda Vance (CE), 
Karlie Jackl (CE), Kyle Weighaus (CE), Frank Gariglio (CE), Spencer Shram (CE), 
Rae Rossetti (CE), Lauren Walker (CE), Jenna Ellis (CE), Jennie Stabler (CE), Dr. 
Sandra Woods, Melissa Robson (CE), Erin Mick (CE), Beth White (CE), Amanda 
Livernash (CE), Arthur Gallagher (CE). 3rd row: Chris Muller (CE), Brenda 
Gardner (CE), Jordan Jarrett (CE), Brian Huston (CE), Luke Harris (CE), Steve 
Humphrey (CE), Lindsay Merz (CE), Keith Despain (CE), Ryan Byrne (CE), Alex 
Stone (CE), Cody Hix (CE), Carrie Lile (CE), Takao (David) Sawahata (CE). Back 
row: Matt Gardella (CE), Kris Bruun (CE), Chris Turnbull-Grimes (CE), Stephanie 
Thomas (CE), William Janasak (Env), Christina Dodson (Env), Jeff Diel (CE), 
Steven Sapp (CE), Trevor Kirkley (CE), Tristan Bonser (CE), Carter Mast (CE), Alex 
Nodich (CE). 

Cara Shonsey trains a Malian on  
rescuing techniques.

Alumni and Friends Website
www.engr.colostate.edu/ce/alumni.shtml

Look up your former classmates on the Alumni and Friends website! The news is 
arranged on the website according to graduation year. 

Send you own personal or professional news to Linda.Hinshaw@ColoState.edu
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Spring Alumni Award Winners
The Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering had three honorees during the College of Engineering Spring Alumni Awards:

The Distinguished Alumni Award for the College of Engineering went to 
Howard Knapp, B.S. 1967 Civil, who is currently the co-president of Plum 
Creek Structures in Littleton, Colorado. Plum Creek is a precast, prestress 
concrete company, which has been involved with many notable projects 
throughout the state of Colorado, as well as New Mexico, including the 
TREX I-25 widening project in Denver. The company has also been the 
recipient of numerous awards, including the American Concrete Institute/
Rocky Mountain Chapter 2003 Award of Excellence, the 2003 Outstanding 
Project of the Year, and the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute Best 
Rehabilitated Bridge. The latter award was for their work on the Castlewood 
Canyon Bridge in Douglas County. Prior to joining Plum Creek, Howard was 
employed with Rocky Mountain Prestress and Stanley Structures. Howard 
is a member of Colorado State’s Former Athletes Association and the Ram 
Club. While attending Colorado State, he was a football player and was an 
active member of Chi Epsilon. 

Eugene “Gene” Miller, B.S. 1951 Civil, received the 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award. Gene is officially retired from 
the engineering profession. He spent 45 years in geotechnical 
consulting, working on dam projects and landslide studies 
and serving as the foundation engineer for many high-rise, 
public, industrial, and commercial structures. In addition, 
he has been a primary investigator for land and foundation 
failures, provided consultation for remediation, and provided 
expert testimony for litigation matters. During his tenure 
in the engineering profession, Gene founded two different 
companies: Harding Miller Lawson and Miller Pacific 
Engineering Group. Although “retired,” Gene has remained 
active in a number of professional engineering organizations, 
including the American Society of Civil Engineers, the 
Structural Engineers Association of Northern California, 
Consulting Engineers and Land Surveyors of California, and California State Board of Registration. Gene received his M.S. in 
civil engineering from Georgia Tech. He currently has an interest in western United States history and the construction of the 
transcontinental railroad. Luis Garcia accepted the award on behalf of Eugene Miller.

Brittany Albrandt, B.S. 2002 Civil Engineering and Engineering Science, 
received the Graduate of the Last Decade (GOLD) Award. Brittany has 
been employed with United Launch Alliance, formally Lockheed Martin 
Space Systems, since graduation. She is responsible for the integration of all 
structural/mechanical interfaces between space vehicles and launch vehicles. 
During her tenure with Lockheed Martin, she has been active in the launch 
of the AV-010, Pluto New Horizons, the first spacecraft to visit Pluto. She 
also is an active recruiter of Colorado State engineering students on behalf 
of United Launch Alliance and Lockheed Martin. While attending Colorado 
State, Brittany was actively involved with the Society of Women Engineers, 
Chi Epsilon, Tau Beta Pi, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and 
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. In 2006, Brittany 
received her master’s degree in aerospace engineering from the University of 
Colorado at Boulder. 

Alumni News

Howard Knapp received the College of Engineering’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Brittany Albrandt received the 
Graduate of the Last Decade (GOLD) Award.

Eugene Miller, today, and in 1970.
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Steven Abt returns from IRAQ
In May 2006, Major General Steven 

Abt, U.S. Army Reserve and professor of 
civil and environmental engineering, was 
mobilized by the U.S. Army and deployed 
to Iraq to serve as part of the U.S. expedi-
tionary force fighting the war on terrorism. 
MG Abt was assigned to Headquarters, 
Multi-National Force Iraq (MNF-I) and 
placed under operational control of 
the U.S. Ambassador as the director of 
operations and deputy director of the Iraq 
Reconstruction Management Office, U.S. 
Embassy, Baghdad. 

His responsibilities encompassed the 
allocation and oversight of nearly $3.5 
billion (U.S.) used to support more than 
1,200 projects to build/rebuild the Iraqi 
infrastructure to include electrical genera-
tion; oil production and distribution; rail, 
roadway, and air systems; hospitals and 
health clinics; water and waste water treat-
ment plants; and fire, police, and postal 
stations. In addition, he supervised nearly 
100 civilian subject matter and technical 
experts in the areas of oil, electricity, water 
resources, communications, health, envi-
ronment and transportation. During his 
tour, MG Abt routinely worked with Iraqi 

director generals, national ministers, and 
senior military leaders; the senior leader-
ship of the U.S. Embassy and MNF-I; and 
visited over 140 project sites throughout 
the country. He also served as the liaison 
between the U.S. Embassy and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers in theater.

When asked about his year in Iraq, Abt 
stated, “This was the most challenging 
year of my life. I positively impacted more 
people during my tour than the rest of my 
engineering career while living in a dan-
gerous environment. You cannot help but 
come home a different person from when 
you deployed. I hope that I may convey 
many of my lessons learned on engineer-
ing in a war zone to my students.”

MG Abt returned from Iraq in 
May 2007 and rejoined the civil and 
environmental engineering faculty for 
the Fall 2007 semester as part of his 
transitional retirement. He is currently 
co-teaching the senior design capstone 
course and working in the hydraulics 
program. MG Abt was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal and the Iraq Campaign Medal 
and is pending the Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award for his service. He may be contacted 
at sabt@engr.colostate.edu.

Scrap Tires Used to 
Stabilize Soil

Antonio Carraro, assistant profes-
sor of civil and environmental engi-
neering, is spearheading an innovative 
research project using scrap tire 
rubber to stabilize Colorado’s clay soil, 
thus reinforcing road bases and hous-
ing foundations.

With a grant from the Colorado 
Commission on Higher Education, 
funding from the Department of 
Transportation, and in cooperation 
with the city of Loveland, Carraro’s 
team of three students is seeking ways 
to reuse some of the nearly 40 million 
tires stockpiled throughout Colorado.

“Our goal is to use waste materials 
to improve the technical quality of 
local soils,” he says, adding that tire 
rubber significantly changes the prop-
erties of expansive soil.

 “When it is dry, soil occupies 
much less area,” Carraro says. “When 
wet, there is a lot of movement, which 
can cause problems with the founda-
tion of a house.”

The rubber particles replace the 
soil’s volume with something less 
problematic, creating an overall 
mixture typically less stiff and more 
compressible, he says.

“We’re evaluating the effects of 
certain rubber particle sizes and the 
amount that must be added for an 
ideal combination,” he says. 

The team also is researching meth-
ods of application, such as placing 
a combination of composite layers 
under conventional foundations and 
layering the composite with tradi-
tional pavement for road stability.

 “I’m excited to find ways to use 
such waste materials and make a 
smaller footprint on the Earth,” 
Carraro says.

Jorge Ramírez Returns from Zurich
Jorge Ramírez, professor of civil and environmental engi-

neering, recently returned from Zurich, Switzerland, following 
a yearlong sabbatical as visiting professor at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology (ETH), consistently ranked among the 
top universities in the world. 

There, Ramírez collaborated with faculty, researchers, 
and students of the Institute of Environmental Engineering 
on several research topics including soil moisture-vegeta-
tion interactions and stream eco-hydrology, bio-complexity, 
climate variability and change, and glacier dynamics. Ramírez 
also served as an advisor for two students doing their thesis 
research; served on four M.S. graduate thesis committees; and 
taught a new graduate course in hydrologic science. 

In addition, Ramírez gave invited lectures at scientific meetings and universities in 
Austria, Holland, Italy, Spain, and Switzerland.
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Engineering Professor at Colorado State to Evaluate Stormwater 
Management in Denver, Other Cities

Colorado State University’s Urban 
Water Center has been awarded a con-
tract valued at $800,000 from the Water 
Environment Research Foundation in a 
first-of-its-kind study to develop planning 
tools for municipalities to determine the 
best way to protect urban waterways from 
pollution due to stormwater runoff. 

Municipal stormwater management 
agencies in Denver, Los Angeles, Seattle, 
and Philadelphia have volunteered to 
participate in the study, which is intended 
to provide municipalities with effective 
tools for improving stormwater drainage. 
Stormwater can carry harmful pollutants 
such as automobile products or chemicals 
such as antibiotics used for humans and 
animals into streams.

The study will examine whether best 
management practices for stormwater 
pollutant control are directly linked 
to improved water quality in streams, 
said Larry Roesner, professor in the 
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering and director of the Urban 
Water Center.

“This study will provide the founda-
tion for making better, fact-based deci-
sions on the types of Best Management 
Practices that local governments use and 
approve within their jurisdictions,” said 
Ben Urbonas, manager, Master Planning 
Program for the Urban Drainage and 
Flood Control District. The district covers 
1,608 square miles and includes Denver, 
parts of the six surrounding counties, and 
all or parts of 33 incorporated cities and 
towns.

“The issue at hand is selecting the Best 
Management Practices that are most effec-
tive in protecting the receiving waters of 
the state of Colorado and are also most 
cost-effective when full life-cycle costs are 
considered,” Urbonas said. “That includes 
not only initial cost but also the cost of 
maintenance, eventual rehabilitation, and 
administering the oversight required by 
the state for cities and counties to ensure 
that facilities in the ground continue to 
function for years to come.”

Commonly used methods for treating 
runoff include settling and biofiltration 
that remove solids and associated pollut-
ants from the runoff. Wetlands and created 
ponds are also used to remove pollutants 
and nutrients that stimulate algae growth 
in urban waterways.

Colorado State engineers are leaders 
in the design of pragmatic computerized 
models that can help cities predict their 
success with these runoff-control mea-
sures. The University plans to hire subcon-
tractors, including CDM, CH2MHill, and 
Geosyntec to provide specialized expertise 
on the study.

“We’re developing tools municipalities 
can use to make better decisions about 
management practices and where they 
need to put them so they can effectively 
predict impacts on water quality in 
streams, lakes, and other natural water 
areas,” said Christine Rohrer, a research 
associate who is working on the grant with 
Roesner and Associate Professor Brian 
Bledsoe. 

“Some metropolitan stormwater agen-
cies have experience with state-of-the-art 
controls that are used to meet water qual-
ity standards,” Roesner said. “Denver and 
Philadelphia, in particular, are leaders in 
this area. However, they and most other 
American municipalities lack the planning 
tools to determine which controls work 
best in a given situation, how many are 
required in a river basin, and what is the 
whole-life cost to the agency for imple-
menting these controls.” 

Roughly half the streams in the country 
remain polluted as a result of storm runoff. 
Continuously flowing streams such as 
Spring and Fossil creeks in the Fort Collins 
area are examples of the numerous small 

streams that must meet minimum federal 
water quality standards, Rohrer said.

“It’s our responsibility to take care 
of the environment,” said Rohrer, who 
obtained her doctorate in civil and envi-
ronmental engineering in 2007 at CSU. 
“I’m glad in my job I can do that.”

Roesner holds the first endowed 
chair in the Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering known as the 
Harold H. Short Civil Infrastructure Chair. 
He was elected to the National Academy 
of Engineering in 1990 and is a nation-
ally recognized expert in the development 
and application of hydrologic, hydraulic, 
and water quality simulation models. He 
served as chief technical officer and senior 
vice president at Camp Dresser and McKee 
Inc. before coming to Colorado State in 
1999. Roesner’s area of specialization since 
1970 has been urban hydrology and non-
point source pollution control.

Harold H. Short Civil Infrastructure Chair Larry Roesner with doctoral student Jorge Gironas.

Professor Roesner and doctoral student 
Christine Pomeroy
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Faculty News

Emeritus Faculty News
David Hendricks

Dr. David Hendricks attended the fifth 
biennial conference of the International Water 
History Association in Tampere, Finland. The 
conference was arranged by faculty at the 
University of Tampere, including Tapio Katko, 
who spent his sabbatical at CSU in 1996 and 
has published several books on water history 
in Finland and worldwide. David chaired a ses-
sion on environmental engineering education 
and gave a paper, “Evolution of Environmental 
Engineering Education in the USA.” The paper 

emphasized the beginning years at MIT in the 1880s through the 
modern period, which began in the 1960s. 

Dr. Katko’s discipline, as others, contains many interesting true 
stories interwoven with varied colorful personalities that comprise our 
history. David comments: “Knowledge of this past helps to understand 
how we have arrived at the present theory and practice of our field. 
All of this was a revelation to me. However, in 1968, a research project 
led me to some 1880s papers. Looking at some of these papers got me 
hooked on history, especially when I saw that some of what was con-
sidered ‘new’ had been a part of past practice; i.e., before 1900.”

This interest led him to exploring Roman ruins in various places 
in the Mediterranean and becoming fascinated by past civilizations. 
David’s first sabbatical in 1978 in Sicily led to serendipitous discovery 
of and fascination with the Greek and Roman ruins both there and 
throughout Italy. His second sabbatical in 1986-87 in Istanbul was 
devoted mostly to visiting the archeological sites for which Turkey is 
noted. David has tried to integrate history into teaching and writing on 
water treatment. He is working on another book on water treatment, 
and after that, he hopes to work on a history volume. 

Johannes Gessler
What has Dr. Johannes Gessler been up to? As some of you may 

remember, Dr. Gessler retired in 2003 after having been associated with 
Colorado State University for 37 years. Over that period of time, he 
served the department and college in many different ways: as a faculty 
member, as associate department head, as interim department head, 
associate dean, and for a couple of years (1997-1999) as interim dean.  

Since then, he has taught a couple of courses (Statics and Hydraulic 
Engineering) at times when the department was short-handed. 
Perhaps more importantly, he continues to serve the College of 

Engineering as coordinator for 
students who are interested in 
the Study Abroad Program. He 
makes presentations to fresh-
men students on opportunities 
related to Study Abroad, pres-
ents individuals with various 
alternatives and helps them in 
the planning process. Presently, 
about 5-10 percent of the grad-
uating seniors in the College 
of Engineering have studied 
abroad. Johannes believes 
this number is too low, partly 
because engineering has become a very internationalized professional 
field. Many of our students will work on international projects or work 
with civil engineers in other countries. Consequently, he thinks that 
20-25 percent of our students should study abroad. Shortly before his 
retirement, Johannes was instrumental in creating an International 
Engineering option within the Engineering Science major. Students in 
this option concentrate their engineering studies in one of the tradi-
tional engineering fields and supplement this curriculum with various 
courses in International Studies, and complete the required study 
abroad semester.

And when not on campus, he loves to make music with his wife, 
Seraina. The two play in a number of different ensembles and partici-
pate regularly in various music workshops. Reading is also an impor-
tant part of every day. Present read: A Thousand Splendid Suns, a new 
novel by the author of The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini.

Jozesf Bodig
Jozesf Bodig, emeritus professor of wood science, passed away in 

September. Joe was a faculty member of forest management and wood 
science from 1963 until 1989, and he had a joint faculty appointment 
with the civil engineering department. Throughout the 1970s and 
1980s, he worked closely with several of our engineering faculty and 
many of our graduate students. In 1989, Joe became the co-principal 
and technical director of Engineering Data Management, Inc., now 
EDM International, a Fort Collins consulting firm specializing in 
services to the electric utility industry.

CEE Faculty Wins It Again
The faculty and staff perservered again and won a friendly game of 

softball over the undergraduates, 28-2. Neil Grigg and Richard Gutkowski 
almost single-handedly won the game with their bats and fielding. 
Although we were a little short of faculty this 
game, their absence apparently had little effect on 
the outcome. Missing due to age and/or health 
reasons were John Labadie, Charles “Chuckles” 
Shackelford, Luis Garcia, Antonio Carraro, Kathy 
Stencel, and Ken Carlson. At one time toward 
the end of the game, the undergrads fielded six 
outfielders and were still unable to stop the faculty 
Juggernaut. Our pinch-hitting specialist, Amy 
Pruden-Bagchi, was not even needed. There are 
indications that the students may challenge the 
faculty next year in soccer. The faculty stand pre-
pared with Mazdak Arabi, Pepe Salas, Luis Garcia, 

Thomas Sanders, the 
ultimate Rockies fan

Jorge Ramirez, Suren Chen, and Antonio Carraro. For those of you inter-
ested in history, I found an article summarizing a similar game against 
the undergrads in 1990 (see below). Sincerely, Tom

Dr. Gessler and his wife Seraina on 
top of the ‘Rock’ in New York City, 

summer 2007.

faculty
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Dr. Mazdak Arabi is a research assis-
tant professor in the Department of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering as CSU. 
He is teaching and actively conducting 
research in the 
areas of water 
resources man-
agement and 
planning and 
environmental 
engineering. 
After receiving 
his B.Sc. and 
M.S. degrees in 
civil engineer-
ing from the 
University of 
Tehran, Iran, 
Dr. Arabi 
became a graduate research assistant and 
then a postdoctoral research associate at 
Purdue University, where he received his 
Ph.D. in August 2005. At CSU, Mazdak 
is currently one of the instructors for 
CIVE 576, GIS and GPS for Engineering 
Applications. 

Coming from a semi-arid region of the 
world has contributed greatly to Mazdak’s 
passion for the sustainable management 
of water resources. His research primarily 
focuses on the development of scientific 
approaches and decision support systems 
for sustainable environmental planning 
and management. For example, Dr. Arabi 
is interested in investigating the impact of 
anthropogenic activities, such as land use 
change, and agricultural practices on the 
integrity of environmental systems, espe-
cially watersheds. 

Currently, Dr. Arabi is involved with 
several projects sponsored by USDA, 
NRCS, and NSF to develop stakeholder-
driven multi-criteria watershed manage-
ment support systems for enhancing deci-
sionmakers’ capacity to evaluate a range 
of agricultural and environmental policy 
alternatives. These tools hinge on striking a 
balance between economic, environmental, 
and institutional criteria to identify the 
optimal set of management actions (i.e., 
best management practices) and their spa-
tial placement within a watershed.

Dr. Arabi believes that he has been 
given a tremendous opportunity at CSU 
to pursue research and education in 
water-related issues, mainly due to the elite 
group of researchers, educators, and exten-
sion personnel found across campus. He is 
currently in the process of establishing an 

integrated watershed management labora-
tory, which will provide a platform for 
CSU’s faculty and students to collaborate 
on holistic water quantity/quality manage-
ment of watershed systems. 

Arabi also serves on the Surface Water 
Hydrology Committee of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers and is a member 
of the American Society of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineers, American 
Geophysical Union, and the American 
Water Resources Association. 

Dr. Domenico Baú is an assistant 
professor in the Department of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering. He is 
originally from Padova, Italy, which is very 
close to Venice. Dr. Baú received his degree 
(laurea) in civil 
engineering at 
the School of 
Engineering of 
the University 
at Padova, 
where he also 
worked as a 
research scien-
tist following 
graduation. 

Prior to his 
work at the 
University of 
Padova, Dr. Baú 
was interested in the topics of structural 
engineering; however, as a research scien-
tist, he worked on projects that assessed 
the land subsidence caused by fluid extrac-
tion from gas reservoirs and groundwa-
ter-aquifer systems in the Upper Adriatic 
sedimentary basin. This research was and 
is very important, particularly in northeast 
Italy, where the average ground elevation 
along the coastline is just a few feet above 
mean sea level. 

His work experience on the impact of 
anthropogenic activities on the environ-
ment prompted him to enter the doctoral 
program in environmental engineering 
at the Michigan Technological University 
in 2001, which he completed in 2006. At 
MTU, his work focused on the develop-
ment of decision-making frameworks for 
the optimal design and management of 
groundwater remediation systems under 
conditions of parameter uncertainty. 

Since the start of his research activity, 
Dr. Baú has co-authored 25 papers pub-
lished in refereed scientific journals and 
proceedings of international conferences. 
His current research interests include 

environmental subsurface hydrology, with 
a particular focus on the use of simulation 
models to assist the sustainable manage-
ment of groundwater systems under scar-
city of data for site characterization. 

He is currently teaching Groundwater 
Hydrology this semester, and in the spring, 
he will teach Groundwater Engineering. 
Dr. Baú speaks very highly of the Civil 
Engineering program at Colorado State. 
The innovative research projects con-
ducted by our faculty were an important 
consideration for his move to CSU. He also 
loves the area and enjoys skiing as well as 
any activity that takes him outdoors.

Dr. Sybil Sharvelle is an assistant pro-
fessor in the civil and environmental engi-
neering department, focusing on environ-
mental engineering. Her area of expertise 
is biological waste processing. Dr. Sharvelle 
is originally from Indiana and attended the 
University of Colorado for her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees. She received her 
doctoral degree from Purdue University, 
where she developed a biological proces-
sor for treatment of graywater for potable 
reuse during long-duration space mis-
sions. Through 
this project, 
Dr. Sharvelle 
gained exten-
sive experience 
in the area of 
water reuse, 
with focus 
on emerging 
contaminants. 
Dr. Sharvelle 
is currently 
working on 
wastewater and 
graywater reuse 
projects in the western region, where water 
supplies are limited. She is also contribut-
ing to research regarding livestock and the 
environment with the goal of finding prac-
tical, economical solutions to minimize 
environmental impacts from the livestock 
industry. Along this line, Dr. Sharvelle is 
interested in the application of anaerobic 
digestion to capture and utilize biogas gen-
erated during treatment of animal wastes. 
She has an extension component to her 
appointment and will provide decision-
making tools to agricultural producers so 
that more informed decisions can be made 
regarding animal waste treatment.

New Faculty



�

Student News

Student Competition
The ASCE Bridge and Concrete Canoe compe-

tition took place in Boulder this past spring.
Our students’ bridge won first place for stiff-

ness, and our canoe, “Tuna Trawler,” got seventh 
overall. As you can see at left, our bridge crew 
headed by John Wilson and Kyle Plonka, worked 
hard during set up and strength tests. The canoe 
seemed to be just fine when first placed in the 
water and passed the swamp test. The team, 
headed by captains Brian Jessee and Melissa 
Robson, was pleased.

But, oh, the “agony of defeat”! Erin Dallinger 
and Kaylee Strand headed out for the two-woman 
race and all was well until Brigham Young’s canoe 
whacked them right in the middle. Water spewed 
from the break and the girls had to finish with 
half-a-canoe. Duct tape was used to repair the 
boat and it survived through three more races 
before breaking in the final race.

Pictured at left, top: Lucy Tunna, Kyle Plonka, Chris 
Turnbull-Grimes, Stephen Wheeler, David Oldham, John 

Wilson, Kate Pfretzschner, Stephen Hoppe; left, center: 
Stephen Hoppe, John Wilson, and Chris Turnbull-Grimes; 

left, bottom and center: Ryan Horn, Jared Moreng, Nick 
Dunbar, Anna Schweitzer, Brian Jessee, and Aarron 

Brown; photos at right: collision and race photos.

Kristin Sample (shown right) attended 
the COE Alumni Awards dinner and pre-
sented her master’s degree research on ZVI 
Clay.

Congratulations 
to Ph.D. student 
Niklas Hallberg 
and wife, Megan. 
They are the proud 

parents of a new baby boy, Alexander 
Hathaway Hallberg. 

Charles Edward (C.J.) Riley was 
awarded a Shrake-Culler scholarship. The 
recipient of this scholarship must be a 
graduate student with a cumulative GPA 
of 3.5 or above, demonstrate enthusiasm 
for and dedication to higher education, 

C.J. Riley

and have a strong 
work ethic. Besides 
his strong academic 
performance, C.J. 
has consistently vol-
unteered for various 
recruiting events to 
enlighten young high 
school and junior 
high school students 
about civil engineering. In addition, C.J. 
taught CIVE 360, Mechanics of Solids, 
during the summer semester. His course 
evaluations by students were high, and 
he received such comments as “the best 
instructor I’ve had in a long time.” C.J.’s 
goal is to pursue a teaching career. With 
two years of industry experience and 
knowledge gained in his academic and 
research studies at CSU, he is motivated to 
pass on his knowledge to future students. 
“C.J. has worked with me during both his 
M.S. and Ph.D. programs, as a teaching 
assistant in CIVE 302, Evaluation of Civil 
Engineering Materials (a.k.a. materials lab 
or ‘smash lab’),” said Dr. Marvin Criswell. 
“He has a combination of intellectual skills 

and curiosity, a willingness to take on chal-
lenges, and empathy for his students that 
makes him a very effective instructor.” 

The Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering is pleased 
to announce the funding of three new 
undergraduate student scholarships for 
fall semester 2007. PBS&J, an international 
consulting firm, provided a scholarship 
that was received by Nichole Williams, 
a senior in environmental engineering. 
James Foreman, a senior in civil engi-
neering, received the S. A. Miro, Inc., 
scholarship. S. A. Miro, Inc., is a premier 
consulting firm in the western United 
States. From their offices in Colorado, 
they offer design services to major clients 
across the United States. Rebecca Bing 
and Benjamin Hostetler, both seniors 
in civil engineering, received the TST, 
Inc., Consulting Engineers Scholarships. 
TST, Inc., of Fort Collins, is a consult-
ing firm whose services include civil 
engineering, master planning, land 
development, municipal infrastructure, 
environmental engineering, water and 
wastewater engineering, and surveying. 
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Departmental Donors
The Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

is fortunate to have many generous alumni and friends whose 
contributions of time, expertise, and financial support have made 
a significant impact on our department. We thank and recognize 
the donors who contributed funds in 2006-2007, allowing us 
to establish new scholarships for graduate and undergraduate 
students, support research and our student organizations, and 
provide discretionary funds to allow our department to develop 
new initiatives. We are deeply grateful for your continued support 
of our students, our faculty, and our programs.

One of our goals for 2008 is to continue to develop new 
undergraduate and graduate scholarships to offset rising 
expenses for our students. If you would like to make a contribu-
tion to a scholarship, please go to https://advancing.colostate.
edu/ENG/GIVE; under Gift Information, choose “Select a 
Different Fund,” then choose “Other,” and enter a description of 
a Civil and Environmental Engineering scholarship (i.e., Alumni 
Undergraduate Scholarship, Albertson Scholarship, Alumni 
Graduate Scholarship, etc.). Thanks to all who have supported the 
department with their time and dollars.

1930-1939

Tom W. Beck

Charles Cantrell

1940-1949

Frank M. and Astrid L. 
Brown

Jack E. Cermak and 
Gloria E. Garza

Allen C. Gates

Harold M. and 
Margaret A. Ibach

Wilbur E. and Erma E. 
Ingalsbe

Roger F. and Sarah J. 
(Sunderland) Jesser

Everett V. and Billie K. 
Richardson

Robert H. Tyner

Theodore T. Williams

1950-1959

John A. and Elaine E. 
Andrews

Robert C. Baker

Ronald K. and Alvena 
Blatchley

Charles C. Brown

Donald W. Brown

Edward A. and Beth K. 
Cecil

Carl P. Coleman

William J. Edwards

Jack G. Fisher

Warren J. Goff

Max L. and Patricia H. 
Goracke

Donald J. Gotschall

Thomas J. Hildreth

Shoi Y. and Mary S. 
Hwang

Keith P. Lautenbach

H. Edward and Marjie 
P. Lecuyer

Calvin E. Lewis

Robert A. Longenbaugh

Raymond E. and 
Nellyne A. McFarlane

William G. 
Niemantsverdriet

William J. O’Donnell

Lawrence T. and Relda 
E. Olearnick

Richard M. and Elsie S. 
Ralston

Vernon E. Rettig

James F. and Walta S. 
(Speece) Ruff

P. David and Clarissa C. 
Uerling

Fred F. Videon

John M. Zasadzinski

1960-1969

Calvin H. Agatsuma

Stephen D. Anderson

Janusz F. Bajsarowicz

N. Kent and Mary E. 
Baker

Charles W. Boning

Leslie E. and Betty J. 
Brees

Donald E. and Nona 
Bressler

Charles E. Carroll

Douglas L. and Judith 
A. (Johnson) 
Chambers

Shih-Cheng and Kuei L. 
Chang

Jeris A. Danielson

Burton L. and Sylvia K. 
Darmour

Glenn E. and Carolee 
DeWitt

Neil S. and Margaret B. 
Grigg

Siegmar F. and Sandra 
(Biberman) Groetsch

John M. Hill

John S. and Coralie O. 
(Overbeck) Hunter

Charles W. and Kaloma 
K. Huntley

Thomas L. Huntzinger

Marshall E. Jennings

Harvey E. and Barbara 
L. Jobson

Clarence L. and Patricia 
A. Kirchmar

Stanley B. Koehler

William C. and Carolyn 
A. Kolzow

Merl L. Larson

Kwang F. and Shu Y. 
Lin

Douglas L. Lowery

Frederic R. Mathis

Raymond J. Nieslanik

Thomas E. Norton

Raman K. and Pushpa 
R. Patel

Jon A. and Pamela J. 
(Rasor) Peterka

T. Anthony Reid

Larry A. and Kathleen 
A. Roesner

Sigel L. and Beverly T. 
Ross

Jose D. Salas

Roger J. and Vicki D. 
Sams

Donald C. Signor

Y. G. Tsuei

Dennis K. Wacker

Chih Ted and Eveline 
L. Yang

Paul J. and Alice K. 
Zenisek

Darell D. and Suzanne 
C. (Simonet) 
Zimbelman

1970-1979

Steven R. and Phyllis J. 
(Honnold) Abt

Ronald L. and Shalah 
D. Arlian

Richard S. and Linda 
T. Asahi

Charles W. Binder

Terry R. and Marikate 
Book

Fred W. Bromberger

Robert L. and Anne L. 
Cardenas

Theodore C. Carney

Ray H. Center

Anthony T. Chen

Jerry A. and Rhonda I. 
Clark

Eric S. and Pauline L. 
Clyde

William B. and Dea B. 
Danly

John A. Davey

Kenneth R. and Vanissa 
A. DeHaan

Michael L. and Louise S. 
DiLuzio

Dennis E. and Patricia 
A. Dorratcague

Deanna S. Durnford

James A. Ferentchak

Paul T. Gilbert

Jerry A. and Pamela M. 
Gomez

Wayne J. Graham

Lloyd J. Gronning

Dale W. and Sheila S. 
Hampton

Charles L. Hatch

Mark R. Haynes

Steven D. Haynes

Terry D. and Cheryle A. 
Hinnerichs

Mustafa L. Kavvas

Tatsuyuki and Yoko 
Kikuta

N. Krishnamurthi

Wayne C. Kuse

Daniel H. Lau

Daniel L. and Renee 
R. Law

Lance F. Lindeman

Jim C. Loftis and Judith 
A. Billica

Michael K. and 
Deborah McCaw

Charles A. McKnight

Brent W. and Cindy S. 
Mefford

Richard D. Melton

Michael T. and Lori F. 
Munekiyo

Philip M. Myers

Jeanette F. (Fitting) 
NewVille

James R. Noblett and 
Connie H. King

James E. Pankonin

Bruce A. Pearson

Kenneth K. and Vicki J. 
Pearson

Greg G. and Patricia 
Peters

Richard A. and Kathy 
A. (Fossceco) Phillips

Leslie W. Pittman

Lawrence Quinn

Owen L. Randall

Harold F. and Sally G. 
(Gardner) Reed

Melvin D. Rettig

Michael A. Rider

Bruce C. Robertson

Jeanette L. Rossillon

Jerry W. and Laurine 
(Oberbillig) Rowe

Larry A. Rundquist

John M. and Elise D. 
(Dunne) Shafer

George R. Skoglund

William B. Smart

Kenneth A. and Rita B. 
(Soto) Steele

Clinton L. and Lea J. 
(Clark) Strachan

Travis E. and Hortense 
M. Stripling

John E. Stufflebean

John F. and Drew B. 
Stull

Fred D. and Margaret 
Theurer

Gregg F. and Susan E. 
(Ruth) Travis

Albert C. and Marilyn 
S. (Williams) Tuck

Michael W. Von 
Gunten

Eric R. and Dawn S. 
(Frisk) West

Kenneth E. Wilson

Carla J. Worley

1980-1989

Alexander H. Abel

Russell M. and Dana S. 
Arakaki

Carl T. and Diane L. 
(Leone) Baylor

Deborah R. Brink

Douglas A. Brown

Kip R. and Pamela S. 
Bryan

C. Warren Campbell

Douglas E. and Caroline 
C. (Naes) Carlile

David E. and Lisa A. 
Chase

Brian E. Chevalier

Rodney D. Clark

Paul E. and Mariana S. 
(Sandino) Clopper

Paul C. Currier

Lawrence O. Daniels

Marie Del Toro

Richard W. and Colleen 
A. Eakin

Riad H. Elhaj and 
Khierieh Lutfi

Scott C. Ellis

Bruce K. and Kathy B. 
(Bullock) Emerson

Allen D. Emter

Andrea H. (Baskett) 
Faucett

Thomas H. Fielding

Randolph C. Fischer

Michael D. and 
Kathleen P. Folse

Darrell G. and Diana L. 
Fontane

Jurgen D. Garbrecht 
and Jan R. Kimzey

Daniel Gessler

Xiaoniu Guo and 
Chuan-Mian Zhang

Donor List
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Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this donor honor roll. We 
sincerely apologize for inadvertently misspelling or omitting the name(s) of 
anyone who contributed through private support or pledges during the past year 
to the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering. We appreciate the 
opportunity to correct our records. Please advise our staff of any errors by calling 
(970) 491-7028 or e-mail SupportEngineering@colostate.edu.

Gilbert Gutierrez

Julie A. (Guinn) 
Haddock

Mark F. Haider and 
Kelly P. (Lange) 
Lange-Haider

Duane R. and Cathy L. 
Hampton

David M. Hartley

Charles L. Head

Walter E. and Diana S. 
Heyder

Michael E. and Valerie 
A. Hillenburg

Dennis L. and Shawna 
M. Holmes

Jonathan B. Howard

Scott L. Jacobson

Suzanne D. (Andre) 
Jiwani

Joan E. Kimsey

Raymond A. and 
Suzanne I. (Robbins) 
King

Gregory J. and Ann M. 
Koch

Roy W. Koch

Yongqiang Q. Lan

Bryan T. Law

Michael J. Lewellen

James L. and Barbara A. 
(Dellicker) Longino

Michael L. Lowell

David M. and Katherine 
M. (Burns) Martinez

Champney A. and 
Judith T. McNair

Phillip M. McOllough

Jeff W. Miller

Louis L. and Debora J. 
(Hamberg) Miller

Glenn E. Moglen

Michael J. and Su Jin 
Morse

Thomas A. Moss

Robert A. and Leslie G. 
(Strong) Mussetter

Robert S. and Johnna 
M. (Mollendor) 
Peters

Jack D. Price and Duan 
Rong

Christine K. 
(Kawakami) Proper

John W. Ratz

Kevin G. Rein

Terry L. and Joette L. 
Rice

Brad A. and Alison A. 
Robenstein

Donald P. Rosier

Peter H. and Margaret 
J. Rude

Scott A. and Lisabeth R. 
(Schultz) Rutherford

Albert T. Rutledge

Richard A. Shoemaker

Deanna L. (Rios) Sperry

Christopher J. Stone

Christopher P. and 
Dorris J. Stonebraker

Edward C. and 
Margaret A. Strong

Charles R. Swanson

Mark G. and Debra J. 
Talvitie

Jeffrey M. Wassenaar

Michael D. Wilkinson

Dick and Susan M. 
Wolfe

J. Brian and Carol D. 
Zick

1990-1999

Mark A. Anderson

Christopher L. Baab

Kevin K. and Laura L. 
Banks

Mark H. Beebe and 
Angie N. Martinez

Brian P. and Ivette L. 
Bledsoe

Craig B. Boroughs

Timothy G. Brink

Michael E. and Stacy J. 
(Tomlinson) Butters

Katherine J. (Johnston) 
Chase

Gwendolyn W. (Weix) 
Christensen

Chen-Hua Chung and 
Lifang Ding

John R. Clark

Craig W. Cotten

Dean L. Deeter

William W. and Sue 
R. Doe

Claudia J. Engelmann

Matthew B. Fater

Dickie (Fernandez) 
Fernandez

Ryan J. and Cassie L. 
(Hardison) Free

Gerald A. and Greta M. 
(Bodenham) Gibbens

Rayburn L. and Michal 
D. (McNew) Gosney

Christopher H. and 
Susan A. (Harms) Hay

Ross H. Klopf

Marcus A. Kochis

Robert D. Krehbiel

Henry H. and Linda 
Kunhardt

Steven E. Lukens

Peter D. and Lara M. 
(Bravo) Marxhausen

Kimberly T. Matthews

Keith and Colleen D. 
(Brennan) Meyer

David S. Mueller

Brent M. Nation

David B. Reeder

Amy M. Ritter

Athelstan I. and 
Jennifer L. Sanchez

Kenton J. and Suzette L. 
(Leclere) Schaff

Michael A. Schreiber

Hatim O. Sharif and 
Eman Ameer

Yusuf I. Siddiqui

Jason A. and Cyndie L. 
(Monson) Swenson

Justin A. Tehrani

Andrew J. and Teresa T. 
Walsh

Brigitte Wilson

Bradley D. Wind and 
Michelle (Miller) 
Miller Wind

Kyle Y. and Lori 
Yukumoto

2000-2007

Andrew P. Amend

Daniel R. and Angelina 
R. (DeFrancesco) 
Armstrong

Todd P. and Rebecca A. 
(Oline) Atadero

David E. Byer

Christopher D. and 
Brandy D. Drake

Blair E. Hurst

David A. and Heather 
E. Huwa

Bradley D. Larsen

Christopher L. and 
Mary M. Lehrman

Sarah J. (Halvorson) 
Moreau

Aaron S. Ogorzalek

David V. and Catherine 
C. Pizzi

Christine A. (Rohrer) 
Pomeroy

Eric L. and Haley N. 
(Baldwin) Richards

Matthew E. Salek

Ryan K. Steinbrenner

Seth W. Tourney

Individuals

Maurice L. Albertson 
and Audrey Olsen 
Faulkner

Paul G. and Jane R. 
Baryames

Robert F. and Susan E. 
(Bennett) Beede

Jim and Joni Beikler

Landis L. and Lila M. 
Boyd

William Butler

Marvin E. and Lela K. 
(Kennedy) Criswell

Charles E. and Darlinda 
A. Doles

John B. and Kathleen A. 
Erickson

Jean Fead

Cynthia A. Fluhr-
Nodich

Luis A. Garcia

William E. and Diane 
M. (Fead) Graepler

Dale and Mary Ann 
Grimes

Bryan A. and Susan L. 
Hartnagel

David W. and Betty A. 
Hendricks

Kathleen Henry

Nadine (Hartshorn) 
Henry

Linda L. Hinshaw

Jonathan Jones

Pierre Y. and Helga 
Julien

Michael D. and 
Catherine C. Kane

Randall K. and Kim S. 
King

Robert P. Kitchell

Wretha C. Manley

Robert N. and Joan E. 
Meroney

Warren H. and Barbara 
Mesloh

Krishna B. Murthy

Helen C. Nelson

John D. and Darlene M. 
Nelson

Ramchand and Wazira 
Oad

Ray R. and Kim J. 
Phillips

Terence H. and Carol A. 
Podmore

Amy J. Pruden-Bagchi

Carol C. Ratz

Thomas E. and Barbara 
B. Richardson

Thomas W. and 
Margaret L. 
Robinson

Thomas G. Sanders

Kathleen M. Seligmann

Charles D. and Anne M. 
Shackelford

Chester C. and Marjorie 
J. Smith

Daniel K. and Kristin V. 
Sunada

Joan C. Talvitie

Erik G. and Sidney 
Thompson

Robert C. and Brenda 
L. Ward

Margaret R. Weiss

William N. and Elke B. 
Welborn

Mildred M. Wilkinson

James P. and Sharon L. 
Wittstock

Kenneth R. Wright 

Gideon Yachin

Organizations

Access Computer 
Products, Inc.

Amer. Inst. of Steel 
Construction, Inc.

American Society of 
Civil Engineers

Aqua Engineering, Inc.

Ayres Associates, Inc.

Baseline Engineering 
Corporation

Black and Veatch 
Corporation

Burns & McDonnell 
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Association, Inc.
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Triefus Jr.
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Management, LLC
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Company
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Short

Exxon Mobil 
Corporation

JVA, Incorporated

Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, Inc.
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Riverside Technology, 
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S. A. Miro, Inc.

Stantec Consulting Inc.
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Inc.

Tipton & Kalmbach, 
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TST, Inc. Consulting 
Engineers

Union Pacific 
Foundation

Urban Watersheds 
Research Institute
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Artisan Integrated 
Systems, Inc.

Athey Creek 
Consultants, LLC

Ayres Associates Inc.

Binder & Associates 
Consulting, Inc.

ChevronTexaco

CHRL

Edisum Consulting LLC

The Engineering 
Company

Faucett Engineering 
Services

GWPATH

Hatch Revocable Trust

John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Rocky Mountain 
Engineers, P.L.L.C.

RP Associates, Inc.

Sig Ross Engineering

Stifel, Nicolaus & 
Company, Inc.

T. L. Rice, LLC

The Vanguard Group, 
Inc.

Water Resource 
Consultants, LLC

Donor List
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The department recognized four fac-
ulty for their outstanding performance 
during the 2006-07 academic year. Dr. 
Jeffrey Niemann received the Faculty 
Award for Excellence in Teaching; Dr. Paul 
Heyliger the Faculty Award for Excellence 
in Service; Dr. Christopher Thornton the 
Faculty Award for Excellence in Research; 
and Dr. Brian Bledsoe Outstanding 
Faculty Performance. In addition, the 
Staff Award for Excellence was awarded 
to Gloria Garza. “We are very proud of 
our faculty and staff, and we welcome the 
opportunity to recognize those who have 
gone above and beyond in their endeav-
ors,” says Luis Garcia.

In addition, the 
College of Engineering 
recognized Dr. 
Brian Bledsoe along 
with Dr. Bryan 
Willson (Mechanical 
Engineering) with the 
George T. Abell Award 
for Outstanding 
International Contributions recognizing 
high-quality and internationally acclaimed 
research productivity.

Dr. Brian Bledsoe 
and Mrs. Ivette 
Bledsoe proudly 
announce the adop-
tion of their daughter 
Naomi Rose Bledsoe 
pictured here on her 
first birthday, October 
23, 2007.

On October 3-4, Dr. Richard 
Gutkowski presented two seminars 
at Metro State College of Denver on 
“Impressions of the I35W Bridge Collapse 
and Implications to Bridge Load Rating” 
as a consequence of last August’s high-

way bridge collapse 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He cov-
ered on-site photo-
graphs of the devasta-
tion, the federal bridge 
sufficiency and rating 
procedures, and pros 
and cons of load test-
ing for bridge rating 

purposes as a potential alternative to com-
putational load rating methods.

During the summer of 2007, Dr. Terry 
Podmore was invited by Samaritan’s Purse 
to be part of a team going to Mozambique. 
Samaritan’s Purse is an emergency relief 
organization that is developing a pro-
posal for drought relief in Mozambique. 
Mozambique is a country that is alter-

nately subject to severe flooding and pro-
longed droughts. The proposal, submitted 
to USAID, is to develop sustainable water 
supplies in drought-stricken areas of 
Mozambique through water harvesting 
techniques adapted to the local environ-
ment. While in Maputo, the capital, Dr. 
Podmore was able to interact with alum-
nus Rui Brito, Ph.D. 1994 Agricultural 
Engineering.

Dr. Larry Roesner and alumnus 
Dr. David Stewart, B.S. 1978, Ph.D. 
2000 Civil, served as expert faculty at 
the five-day ACEC certificate course 
“Green Infrastructure and Sustainable 
Communities” held at the CSU Denver 
Center in July. The course covered the 
complex interdisciplinary challenges of 
real-world sustainability problems and 
examined key environmental planning and 
design processes. 

Dr. José Salas 
presented four papers 
at the World Water 
Congress of ASCE 
held in Tampa. He was 
an invited workshop 
speaker along with 
Dr. John Labadie on 
“Risk Management 
in Hydroelectric 
Generation” held in Lima, Peru. He pre-
sented the keynote at the conference on 
“Advances in Characterizing the Dynamics 
of Severe Droughts,” HYDRO II in Lima, 
Peru; and was invited to present a seminar 
on “Modeling the Dynamics of Drought 
Based on Stochastic Approaches” at the 
Second Sin-American Workshop on 
“Advanced Computational Modeling in 
Hydroscience and Engineering” in Beijing, 
China.

Dr. Charles Shackelford was an 
invited speaker for the 21st Geotechnical 
Engineering Conference held at Politecnico 
di Torino in Torino, Italy, November 
27-28, 2007. His presentation was titled 

“Selected Issues 
Affecting the Use and 
Performance of GCLs 
in Waste Containment 
Applications.” 
Dr. Shackelford 
also completed 
his service on the 
Committee to Assess 
the Performance of 

Engineered Barriers sponsored by the 
National Research Council of the National 
Academies in May 2007. The results are 
available in Assessment of the Performance 
of Engineered Waste Containment Barriers 
published by the National Academies 
Press.

Dr. Thomas Siller, associate professor 
of civil and environmental engineering and 
associate dean for academic and student 
affairs, was one of 39 chosen for the 
American Council on Education Fellows 
Program being held at the University 
of Oregon. The program is intended to 
identify and prepare senior leadership 
in U.S. colleges and universities. Dr. 
Siller has been actively involved with 
changes to curricula in the college and 
University. He was also instrumental 
in the design of the new Academic 
Village. In addition, he collaborated 
with the School of Education to create 
a new engineering education degree, 
which trains engineers to be junior 
high and high school engineering and 
technology teachers. 

Dr. Amy Pruden-Bagchi received the Presidential Early 
Career Award in Science and Engineering from President 
George Bush at the White House on November 1. This program 
recognizes outstanding scientists and engineers early in their 
careers who show exceptional potential for leadership at the 
front lines of knowledge. “This was truly a tremendous, once-
in-a-lifetime honor. I have many mentors to thank, as well as 
my excellent graduate students and the support of my family,” 
said Dr. Pruden-Bagchi. This is the highest honor of its genre 
that is bestowed by the U.S. government on scientists and engineers beginning 
their independent careers. Dr. Pruden-Bagchi, nominated by the National Science 
Foundation, was recognized for her outstanding research using molecular biology 
to investigate the pathways, mitigation, and treatment of antibiotic resistance genes 
(ARGs) in water (highlighted in the Spring 2006 Newsletter) and for her educational 
activities involving high school, undergraduate, and graduate students, especially 
minority students. “This award is a great recognition of the outstanding research 
program that Amy has built,” said Dr. Luis Garcia, head the Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering. 

continued from page 7


