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Space Ship One
On October 4, 2004, SpaceShipOne became the first private manned spacecraft to exceed an altitude of 328,000 feet twice within a 2 week period, thereby claiming the $10 million  Ansari X-Prize.   Now, Burt Rutan’s Scaled Composites company has teamed with Sir Richard Branson to build SpaceShipTwo, which will be the first commercial venture that will allow anybody to take a trip into low earth orbit.   

(5 minute essay) Landing men on the Moon by the end of 1969 required the most sudden burst of technological creativity, and the largest commitment of resources ($24 billion), ever made by any nation in peacetime. At its peak, the Apollo program employed 400,000 people and required the support of over 20,000 companies and universities.  

Current estimates at the cost to send a human to Mars would be at least 20 times that value ($500 billion to $1 trillion).  Would you support a public investment of this scale to put a human on Mars?  Is this a worthwhile endeavor for humanity and it is worth the cost?









