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Dependency of Compatibility Termination Criteria on
Prehydration and Bentonite Quality for Geosynthetic Clay Liners
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Abstract

The dependency of criteria used to terminate compatibility tests on the prehydration and quality of bentonite
in geosynthetic clay liners (GCLs) is evaluated based on permeation with chemical solutions containing 5, 10, 20,
50, and 100 mM calcium chloride (CaCl.). The hydraulic conductivity tests are not terminated before chemical
equilibrium between the effluent and the influent chemistry has been established, resulting in test durations ranging
from < 1 day to > 900 days, with longer test durations associated with lower CaClz concentrations. The evaluation
includes both physical termination criteria (i.e., volumetric flow ratio and steady hydraulic conductivity based on
ASTM D 5084, > 2 pore volumes of flow, constant thickness of specimen) and chemical termination criteria
requiring equilibrium between influent and effluent chemistry (viz., electrical conductivity, pH, and Ca™" and CI

concentrations). For specimens permeated with S, 10, and 20 mM CaCl; solutions, only the criterion based on
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chemical equilibrium in Ca“" concentration correlates well with equilibrium in hydraulic conductivity, regardless

of prehydration or quality of bentonite. However, all of the termination criteria, except for the volumetric flow

ratio and 2 pore volumes of flow for the prehydrated specimens, correlate well with equilibrivm in hydraulic

conductivity regardless of prehydration or quality of bentonite when permeated with 50 and 100 mM CaCl;

solutions. The results illustrate the uniqueness of the termination criterion based on solute concentration equilibrium
between the effluent and the influent with respect to both prehydration and quality of bentonite in the GCLs.

Keywords : Bentonite quality, Chemical equilibrium, Geosynthetic clay liners, Hydraulic conductivity,

Prehydration, Termination criteria

1. Introduction

The hydraulic conductivity of geosynthetic clay liners
(GCLs) based on permeation with chemical solutions can
be significantly higher than that based on permeation
with water due to chemical interactions between the
solutions and the bentonite (Daniel et al., 1993; Gleason
et al., 1997, James et al., 1997; Petrov and Rowe 1997;
Petrov et al., 1997ab; Ruhl and Daniel 1997; Kolstad,
2000; Lin and Benson 2000; Shackelford et al., 2000;
Egloffstein 2001; Jo et al., 2001; Vasko et al,, 2001). The
potential effect of a non-standard permeant liquid (i.e.,
liquid other than water) on the hydraulic conductivity of
a clay barrier is usually assessed by permeating the clay
barrier material with the actual liquid to be contained or,
in the absence of the actual liquid, a simulated liquid
with characteristics similar to those expected for the
actual liquid. Since the primary objective of the test is
to determine if the barrier material (e.g., bentonite in
GCLs) and the permeant liquid are compatible, such that
no significant change in hydraulic conductivity occurs,
this type of test is often referred to as a compatibility
test (Shackelford 1994; Shackelford et al., 2000).

In cases where GCLs have been permeated with
solutions containing relatively low concentrations of
polyvalent cations (i.e., < 50 mM), the GCLs typically
have exhibited compatibility over relatively short durations
(< 0.5 yr), but incompatibility after longer durations of
permeation (> | yr) (Dobras and Elzea 1993: Didier and
Comeaga 1997; James et al., 1997; Petrov and Rowe
1997; Ruhl and Daniel 1997; Kolstad 2000; Lin and
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Benson 2000; Shackelford et al., 2000; Egloffstein 2001;
Jo et al, 2001; Vasko et al, 2001). This apparent
time-dependent compatibility of GCLs implies that the
potential chemical interactions between the solutions and
bentonites in the GCLs may not be complete within
relatively short test durations when solutions containing
polyvalent cations at relatively low concentrations (< 50
mM) are used as permeant liquids (Shackelford et al,,
2000). For relatively high concentrations of polyvalent
cations (Le., = 50 mM), several studies have shown
significant increases in the hydraulic conductivity >
10X) of GCLs over short test durations (Ruh! and Daniel
1997; Kolstad 2000; Shackelford et al., 2000; Egloffstein
2001; Jo et al, 2001; Vasko et al., 2001).

On the other hand, several investigators have reported
that prehydration of bentonite mixtures and/or GCLs with
water prior to permeation with actual permeant liquids
can have a significant effect on hydraulic conductivity
(Shan and Daniel 1991; Daniel et al., 1993; Shackelford
1994; Didier and Comeaga 1997; Gleason et al., 1997;
Petrov and Rowe 1997; Petrov et al., 1997a; Quaranta
et al., 1997; Ruhl and Daniel 1997; Stern and Shackelford
1998; Lin and Benson 2000; Shackelford et al., 2000;
Vasko et al., 2001; Shan and Lai 2002). For example,
the hydraulic conductivity of GCLs permeated directly
with chemical solutions typically has been found to be
significantly higher (i.e., > 10X) than the hydraulic con-
ductivity of the same GCLs permeated with the same
chemical solutions but after prehydration with water.

In addition, soil mixtures such as sand-bentonite

mixtures that contain greater amounts of bentonite are



potentially more vulnerable to chemical attack and in-
compatibility than the mixtures with less amounts of
bentonite (Stern and Shackelford 1998). Consequently,
similar results for GCLs are expected such that the higher
the quality of the bentonite (e.g., the higher the mont-
morillonite content) used in the GCL, the more vulner-
able the GCL to chemical attack and, therefore, incompa-
tibility, i.e., provided all other GCL properties (e.g.
bentonite dosage) are the same (Shackelford et al., 2000).

As a result of the aforementioned considerations. the
objective of this study is to evaluate the potential
dependency of criteria commonly used to terminate
laboratory compatibility tests on the prehydration and the
quality of bentonite for GCLs permeated with CaCl
solutions. In order to achieve this objective, hydraulic
conductivity tests are performed on both non-prehydrated
and prehydrated specimens of a single GCL containing
relatively low quality bentonite as well as non-prehydrated
specimens of a different GCL containing relatively high
quality bentonite. The tests are conducted until complete
chemical equilibrium between the influent and effluent is
established, which in some cases required in excess of
2 yrs of permeation. The results of this study should
improve our understanding of appropriate termination

criteria to be used for compatibility testing of GCLs.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1 Geosynthetic Clay Liners

Two geosynthetic clay liners (GCLs) containing ben-
tonite with different montmorillonite contents were nsed
in this study. Both GCLs consist of a thin layer of
granular sodium bentonite sandwiched between two
polypropylene geotextiles held together by needle-punched
fibers. Both GClLs are 6-mm thick in the air-dried
condition, and the average gravimetric water contents and
specific gravity (ASTM D 854) of two bentonites are 4.0
+ 1.0% and 2.76 *+ 0.02, respectively. The GCL with
the higher quality bentonite (GCL-HQB) is characterized
by a greater content of sodium montmorillonite (86% vs.
77%), a higher plasticity index (548% vs. 393%), and a

higher cation exchange capacity (93 meq/100 g vs. 64
meq/100 g) relative to the GCL with the lower quality
bentonite (GCL-LQB).

Particle-size distributions of the bentonite portions of
the two GCLs were determined using both mechanical
sieve analysis of the air-dried bentonite and hydrometer
analysis (ASTM D 421, D 422). For both GClLs, the
air-dried bentonite consists of more than 90% by dry
weight (w/w) sand-sized granules (75 to 2000 mm) based
on the mechanical sieve analyses, whereas approximately
90 % of particles are clay sized (< 5 pm) based on the
hydrometer analyses. Consequently, the bentonites from
both GCLs are classified as high plasticity clays (CH)
according to the Unified Soil Classification System
(ASTM D 2487) based on the wet analyses, whereas the
results from the mechanical analyses indicate that the
air-dried bentonites actually consist of assemblages or
granules (ie., clods) of individual clay particles and,
therefore, are classified as poorly graded sand (SP).
Shackelford et al. (2000) noted that GCLs containing
granular bentonite might have significantly higher hyd-
raulic conductivities relative to GCLs containing powdered
bentonite upon direct permeation with non-standard liquids
(i.e., liquids other than water). Further details of the
physical and chemical properties and mineralogical com-
positions of the bentonites are given in Lee (2004) and
Lee and Shackelford (2005b).

2.2 Permeant Liquids

The permeant liquids used in the experiment consist
of tap water that is processed by passage through three
ion exchange columns (Bamsteadj“:) in series (pH~5.6,
electrical conductivity, EC, at 25 ~0.2 mS/m) and
solutions containing concentrations of calcium chloride
{CaCly) ranging from 5 mM to 100 mM. The processed
tap water is classified as Type IV deionized water (DIW)
as per ASTM D 1193. Calcium chloride was chosen
primarily because previous studies involving permeation
of bentonite-based hydraulic barrier materials (e.g..
GCLs, sand-bentonite mixtures) with CaCl, solutions

have shown significant effects of the solutions on the
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hydraulic conductivity of these materials (Alther et al,
1985; Daniel et al,, 1993; Shackelford 1994; Imamura et
al., 1996; Gleason et al., 1997, James et al, 1997,
Melchior 1997; Quaranta et al., 1997; Ruhl and Daniel
1997; Kolstad 2000; Lin and Benson 2000; Shackelford
et al., 2000; Egloffstein 2001; Jo et al, 2001; Vasko et
al., 2001; Shan and Lai, 2002).

The CaCl; solutions were prepared by dissolving
CaCl, (powdered, > 96% pure, Sigma-Aldrich Co., St.
Louis, MO) in the DIW, Each solution was mixed in a
20-L carboy, and pH, EC, and solute concentrations of
the permeant liquids were monitored with time using a
pH meter (Accumet™ AB15 meter, Fisher Scientific Co.,
Pittsburgh, PA), an EC probe (Accumet‘m AB30 meter,
Fisher Scientific Co., Pittsburgh, PA), an jon chromatograph
(Dionex™ 4000i IC Module, Dionex Co., Sunnyvale, CA)
for chloride (CI') concentrations, and an inductively coupled
plasma - atomic emission spectrometer (ll?di«‘»@c Advantage
/1000 ICAP Spectrometer, Thermo Jarrell Ash Co.,
Franklin, MA) for calcium (Ca”") concentrations, respec-
tively. Further details on the measured properties of the
permeant liquids are given in Lee (2004) and Lee and
Shackelford (2005b).

2.3 Hydraulic Conductivity Tests

Specimens of the two GCLs with nominal diameters
of 102 mm were permeated using the falling-head
procedure and flexible-wall permeameters in accordance
with ASTM D 5084. Hydraulic conductivity tests were
performed on both non-prehydrated and prehydrated
specimens of the GCL with the lower bentonite quality
(i.e., GCL-LQB), as well as non-prehydrated specimens
for the GCL with the higher bentonite quality (ie.,
GCL-HQB). Prehydration was achieved by permeating
the GCL specimens with DIW. The specimens were
trimmed and assembled in the permeameters using the
method described by Daniel et al. (1997) to prevent the
possibility of short circuiting through the geotextiles at
the edge of the GCL specimens due to loss of bentonite
and pinching of the geotextiles. Backpressure was not

used so that effluent liquids could be conveniently
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collected for measuring pH, EC, and solute concentration.
All the specimens were permeated at an average effective
stress of ~ 23.5 kPa (3.4 psi) and at an average
hydraulic gradient of 200. The hydraulic conductivity
tests performed on non-prehydrated specimens using
solutions with relatively high CaCl, concentrations (i..,
50 and 100 mM) were duplicated because the test
durations were relatively short, allowing for the re-use of
the permeameters. However, because the durations for
the tests using solutions containing relatively low CaCl
concentrations (i.e., S, 10, and 20 mM) required more
than 4 months to establish chemical equilibrium, these
tests could not be duplicated due to the limited number
of permeameters available for testing. Further details
regarding the hydraulic conductivity testing are given
elsewhere (Lee, 2004; Lee and Shackelford, 2005a,b).

Two categories of termination criteria commonly used
for compatibility tests were considered in this study
(Shackelford et al., 2000). The first category is referred
to as physical termination criteria, and includes the
following criteria: (1) at least four consecutive values for
the ratio of the volumetric outflow to the volumetric
inflow within the range of 1.00 = 0.25 (e.g, ASTM D
5084); (2) at least four consecutive hydraulic conductivity
(k) values within = 25% of the mean value for k =
1 x 10° cm/s or within = 50% of the mean value for
k < 1x 10% cnvs (e.g.. ASTM D 5084); (3) a minimum
of two pore volumes of flow (PVF) through the specimen
(Bowders et al., 1986; Daniel 1994; Shackelford et al.,
2000; ASTM D 6766); and (4) a constant thickness of
the specimen (Petrov et al., 1997a). The second category
of termination criteria relates to the need to establish
chemical equilibrium between the effluent and influent
(Bowders et al, 1986; Bowders and Daniel 1987;
Bowders 1988; Daniel 1994; Shackelford 1994; Shackelford
et al, 2000). This category, referred to as chemical
termination criteria, includes the following criteria: (1)
the ratio of effluent pH and EC relative to influent pH
and EC within 1.00 = 0.10 (Shackelford et al., 2000;
ASTM D 6766); and (2) the ratio of effluent solutes
concentration to influent solutes concentration within
1.00 = 0.10 (Shackelford et al., 2000).



3. Results and Discussion

The results of all the hydraulic conductivity tests are
summarized in Tables 1 and 2 in terms of the physical
and chemical termination criteria evaluated in this study,
respectively. The data upon which the results for both
non-prehydrated and prehydrated specimens of the GCL
with the lower quality bentonite (i.e., GCL-LQB) can be
found in Lee and Shackelford (2005a), whereas the data
upon which the results for the non-prehydrated specimens
of both the GCL-LQB and the GCL with the higher
quality bentonite (i.e., GCL-HQB) can be found in Lee
and Shackelford (2005b). Although data upon which the
results in Tables | and 2 are based have previously been
reported, an analysis of the data within the context of the

current study has not previously been reported.

3.1 Inadequacy of pH Equilibrium

The test results indicated that the pH ratio (ie,
pHou/pH») never reached the acceptable range (i.e., 1.00
+ 0.10) for all of the tests, except for one test performed
on the prehydrated specimen with the 100 mM CaCl
solution (see Lee 2004). As a result, the termination
criterion based on pH equilibrium was found not to be
applicable in this study. The increased effluent pH
relative to the influent pH (ie., pHow/pHin > 1.10) was
due, in part, to the buffering capacity of bentonite as well
as the decrease in the influent pH due to time-dependent
dissolution of carbon dioxide (CO). In addition, if the

Table 1. Summary of test results based on physical termination criteria®

Physical Termination Criteria
Pef“‘ Test GCL Pra— SIODG of k ~ Oc ASTM D 5084 . > PVF Constant
Team No. | Type® hydra— Q Ratio Steady k Thickness
iquid ’ tion

v O Va0 | Kaeeo PRa | ko | PVRC | K/ || kel | PV |k
[tsu~ol (cm/s) [t K k-0 ftd Kaeo | "2 | Kakeo ftud Kak~0
T 1 LaB | No | 54wl | 8.ax 107 | 15055 | 0.32 | 28 (251 | 0.24 | 18] | 0.21 | 2.2(15] | 0.21
Sc;?:?: > 1 0B | ves | 423061 | 8.0 x 10°° | 3.4040] | 0.29 | 3.4(40] | 0.27 | 131] | 0.28 | 0.84[11] | 0.2
73 Thas | No | 68(955] | 1.8 x 10 | 2.00187] | 0.04 | 2.2(150] | 0.04 | [150] | 0.04 | 1.6(112] | 0.04
4 a8 | No | 261378] | 6.8 x 10° | 26(8.61 | 0.37 | 3.9(38] | 0.8 | [2.5] | 1.92 | 3.4[23] | 0.28
18832" 5 | a8 | Yes | 20(246] | 64 x 10° | 3.0647) | 0.48 | 3.0147) | 0.48 | 36) | 0.46 | 0.74[13] | 0.40
6 1 1aB | No | 5105021 | 1.7 % 10°° | 3.60231] | 0.04 | 4.4254] | 0.04 | (169] | 0.03 | 0.75(21] | 0.06
7 [1oB | No | 18ri47) | 05107 | 32W7) | 015 | 390501 | 0.16 | [34] | 014 | 1106 | 0.28

ang‘lg 8 | 0B | Yes | 1002 | 9.3x10° | 25641 | 0.37 | 2541] | 037 | [41] | 037 | 0.62014] | 0.21
g | HOB | No 19[150) | 1.7 x 10°® | 3.1148) | 0.06 | 450901 | 0.07 | [25] | 0.09 | 2.0{25] | 0.08
0 Twas | no | 70012 | 16x10° | 30056 | 0.85 | 3.0(56] | 0.85 | (4.2] | 0.80 | 1.5(2.7) | 0.83
1 1 aB | No | 4889l | 1.8x10° | 27055 | 0.86 | 2.7(55) | 0.86 | (4.2] | 0.81 | 1.3(26] | 0.83
5&3’? 2 T aB | Yes | 111251 | 35x10° | 3.005] | 043 | 65(200 | 0.88 | (15 | 0.43 | 6.5020] | 0.88
13 s | No | 2410.131 | 4.8 x 10°° | 3.410.0211] 053 |4.3{0.0271 | 0.57 |10.014]] 0.54 |5.30.033]| 0.62
12 | naB | No | 1810181 | 3.7 x 107 | 2.90.0351 | 0.46 |3.60.046] | 0.54 |(0.024]| 0.52 |2.9[0.035)| 0.46
5 1 108 | No 19.110.981] 3.4 x 107 | 3.010.39] | 0.58 | 3.0(0.39] | 0.58 | [0.29] | 0.59 | 1.5(0.19] | 069
6 1 a8 | No 153005411 35x 107 | 3.010.37) | 0.89 | 3.700.43} | 0.83 | [0.31] | 0.82 [0.75[0.15]| 0.38
1%%3;2'“ 17 | LaB | ves | 14f11] | 1.2x107 | 3.4[8.5 | 054 | 6.8(9.5] | 0.72 | (8.1] | 0.2t | 6.8[9.5] | 0.84
18 | maB | No |1900.0151| 3.4 x 10°° | 2.9(0.003]| 0.84 |2.9(0.003] | 0.84 [(0.002]| 0.76 |4.6(0.004]| 0.89
19 1 1B | o |22000121] 4.2 x 10~ |3600.0021] 0.71 |36(0.0021| 0.71 (0.0021| 0.67 |2.7(0.002]| 0.67

% ¢ = hydraulic conductivity: Q = volumetric fow rate; PVE = pore volumes of flow: t = elapsed time in days, respectively.
> 1 QB = GCL with lower quality bentonite; HQB = GCL with higher quality bentonite, respectively.
S When the stope of k versus number of PVF is statistically zero (Peirce and Witter 1986).
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Table 2. Summary of test resuits based on chemical termination criteria®

Chemical Termination Criteria
o~ Pro- . EC Ratio” Rai 2 Rall

r‘s:am T’\‘eos’l TC:ISEI;, hy;?a“ '{é’%/;) (1.00 = 0.10} (1.00 £ 0.05) (1%(8 *a |(())Aci()) (1%0 R*a ‘OO,?O)
Hauid fon PVFeco s keco 1 | PVFEC0.05 | keoos | PVFcos Keo 1 PVFcag.1 Keso s
fteco 1] /K 410 fteco.os) K ax-0 fte. Mgi-0 ] [tesonl | MKae-o
T LB | No |83x10° 240338 | 026 | 3204031 | 039 | 6.3(80] | 018 | 57(502] | 1.04
g;g?: 5 | 0B | Yes |80x10°| 4251 | 028 | 16(174] | 034 | 2.5(311 | 028 | 58(358) | 0.98
3 | HaB | No |18x10°| 16(632] | 010 | 2007211 | 0.11 | 420256 | 0.04 | 58(934] | 0.93
4 | LoB | No |68x107| 14[280] | 030 | 200341] | 0.64 | 1112341 | 0.22 | 30[397) | 098
‘gag'f 5 | LOB | Yes |64x10°| 30471 | 048 | 380601 | 043 | 30471 | 048 | 353600 | 1.02
6 | HaB | No |17x10° 1614221 | 023 | 18(435] | 0.32 | 4.4[254] | 0.05 | 60[515] | 1.02
7 T los | No l95x107| a0l | 047 | 120127 | o6t | 1821 | 047 | 31(178] | 099
2&32" 8 | LB | Yes |93x10°| 32049 | 043 | 45060 | 055 | 1.9034] | 031 | 16{1200 | 0.94
o | hoB | No |17x10°] 11(131] | 059 | 27iteal | 1.03 | 3.1048] | 0.06 | 22[154] | 1.07
10 | LB | No |16x10°| 30561 | 085 | as8(701 | 091 | 22142 | 080 | 9.3016] | 1.03
| e | No [18x10°| 270551 | 086 | 4. 4[6 6 | 091 | 20142 | 081 | 895l | 1.06
5&3’: 12 | LaB | Yes |35x10°| 65200 | 088 | 790211 | 096 | 7.2021] | 091 11[241 0.99
13 | haB | No 148x10°| 43(0.027] | 059 | 6.10.030] | 0.63 |2.5(0.014] | 0.54 | 180.11] | 097
14 | hoB | No |3.7x10°| 36M0046] | 050 | 5100.065 | 061 |3.600.046] | 0.50 | 17(0.18] | 0.98
5 1 LB | No |34x107| 300239 | 058 | 38048 | 062 | 2.300.29) | 059 | 68(0.80] | 0.87
6 1 LB | No |35x107| 221031] | 082 | 370043 | 096 | 1.50.24] | 0.65 | 6.0(0.59] | 1.07
1%’33“” 17 1 1B | ves |12x107| 5993 | 078 | 93110l | 091 | 76(9.71 | 086 | 1o{fo] | 0.92
* 118 | HGB | No |34x10°| 210002 | 0.76 | 3.8(0.003] | 0.88 | 1.4[0.0011 | 0.76 | 4.6(0.004) | 0.89
19 LHaB | No |42x10°| 2700002 | 0.67 | 4500003 | 073 | 1.800.001] | 073 | 11[0.006] | 0.93

® k = hydraulic conductivity; PVF = pore volumes of flow; t = elapsed time in days, respectively.

® LQB = GCL with lower quality bentonite; HQB = GCL with higher quality bentonite, respectively.

“ When the slope of k versus number of PVF is statistically zero (Peirce and Witter 1986).

3 £C = electrical conductivity; Co or Cea = concentration of chioride or calcium; Ratio = elfluent relative to influent, respectively.

liquid accumulated in the effluent reservoir is open to the
atmosphere, then the release of aqueous-phase carbon
dioxide (COuy) into the atmosphere will result in a
continual increase in the effluent pH with time
(Shackelford 1994). Also, in closed systems such as the
flexible-wall apparatus used in this study, the concen-
tration of the COxuy, in the pore liquid of a soil likely
increases due to respiration by microorganisms under
anaerobic conditions (Shackelford 1994). As a result, a
pH increase in the effluent is expected due to release of

COxay as equilibrium with the atmosphere is established.

3.2 Equilibrium in Hydraulic Conductivity

In general. all of the hydraulic conductivity values for
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the specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl;
solutions increased by 3.5X to 20X after > 10 PVF (0.3
yr) of permeation depending on prehydration condition
and quality of bentonite in the GCLs, and then appear
to stabilize. To determine equilibrium in hydraulic
conductivity, the slope of hydraulic conductivity versus
number of PVF was analyzed statistically using linear
regression based on the t-test at a 5% significance level
as described in Peirce and Witter (1986). The statistically
zero slope of hydraulic conductivity was evaluated
through analyzing the slope of five successive hydraulic
conductivity values in series.

However, all of the hydraulic conductivity values for
the specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl;
solutions initially appear to stabilize within 10 PVF, and



then begin to increase. As a result, the achievement of
statistically zero slope in hydraulic conductivity (hereafter
referred to as “zero slope™) was considered valid only
after the initial stage of the compatibility tests, parti-
cularly for the specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20
mM CaCl, solutions. Even though the statistical approach
is useful to determine the establishment of equilibrium
in hydraulic conductivity, the statistical approach is
meaningful only in conjunction with knowledge of the
mechanisms involved in the compatibility tests (Bowders
1988).

3.3 Effect of Prehydration on Termination Criteria

The test results based on the physical termination
criteria, including volumetric flow ratio and steady
hydraulic conductivity per ASTM D 5084, 2 pore volumes
of flow (PVF), and constant thickness of specimen as
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well as the chemical termination criteria, including
electrical conductivity (EC) and solutes (i.e., CI and Ca’")
concentration equilibrium, are summarized in Tables 1
and 2, respectively. In addition, the hydraulic conductivity
values based on each physical termination criterion are
compared with those at the zero slope (or k zx~0) for both
non-prehydrated and prehydrated specimens of the GCL
with the lower quality bentonite (ie., GCL-LQB) in Fig 1.

The hydraulic conductivity values based on the
volumetric flow ratio per ASTM D 5084 (i.e., ko) are
always from 2X to 7X lower than the kji-o values
regardless of prehydration for the specimens permeated
with S, 10, and 20 mM CaCl; solutions. In the case of
the termination criterion based on the steady hydraulic
conductivity per ASTM D 5084 (i.e., k), the hydraulic
conductivity rtatios (i.e, kikgx-o0) for the specimens
permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl; solutions are
always less than 0.5 regardless of prehydration. Similarly,
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Fig. 1. Hydraulic conductivity for physical termination criteria versus hydraulic conductivity at the slope of k ~ 0 for both non-prehydrated
(NP) and prehydrated (P} specimens of GCL with fower quality bentonite (Q = volumetric flow rate; PVF = pore volumes of flow:

H = thickness of specimen) .
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the hydraulic conductivity ratios based on 2 PVF (ie,
kopvr/K 4k --0) are between 0.1 and 0.5 except for one test
performed with the 10 mM CaCl, solution. In addition,
the hydraulic conductivity values based on the constant
thickness of specimens (ky) are from 2X to 5X lower
than the k i~ values. Thus, none of physical termination
criteria appears to be adequate regardless of prehydration
for the specimens of GCL-LQB permeated with 5, 10,
and 20 mM CaCl; solutions.

For the specimens permeated with 50 and 100 mM
CaCl: solutions, the hydraulic conductivity values based
on all of the physical termination criteria are not
significantly lower (i.e., < 31%) than the k jx-o values
regardless of prehydration. However, the hydraulic
conductivity values based on one single physical criterion
(e.g.. 2 PVF) for the prehydrated specimens are as much
as 5X lower than the k g ¢ values, whereas the hydraulic
conductivity values based on any one of the physical
criteria for the non-prehydrated specimens are not
significantly lower (i.e, < 45%) than the k z5 -0 values
(see Fig. 1). Thus, any physical termination criterion
appears to be adequate for the non-prehydrated specimens
permeated with the 50 and 100 mM CaCl» solutions,
whereas all of the physical termination criteria should be
met for the prehydrated specimens to ensure equilibrium
in hydraulic conductivity. This difference results from the
need to displace the initial pore liquid (i.e., water) with
the CaCl; solution for the prehydrated specimens and the
subsequent chemical interactions that occur between the
solution and the bentonite in the specimens. In fact, as
shown in Fig. 1, the termination criterion based on the
steady hydraulic conductivity per ASTM D 5084 tends
to be the most appropriate in this study among the
physical termination criteria for the prehydrated specimens
of the GCL-LQB permeated with the 50 and 160 mM
CaCl, solutions.

The hydraulic conductivity values based on the chemical
termination criteria are compared with the k-0 values
for both nen-prehydrated and prehydrated specimens of
GCL-LQB in Fig. 2. Two limiting tolerances on EC
equilibrium were considered to evaluate the effect of a

more restrictive tolerance of ECo/ECq = 1.00 1 0.05

1< Jour. of the KGS, Vol. 20, No. 7, September 2004

relative to the more commonly imposed tolerance of
ECo/ECn = 1.00 + 0.10 (e.g., ASTM D 6766).

As shown in Fig. 2, the hydraulic conductivity values
based on either EC tolerance generally are always lower
than the k 4i- o values regardless of prehydration for the
specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl;
solutions. In fact, the hydraulic conductivity ratios based
on the EC ratio of 1.00 * 0.10 (ie., kecor/Kgx -0) are
approximately 0.2 for the non-prehydrated specimens and
0.4 for the prehydrated specimens, whereas the hydraulic
conductivity ratios based on the EC ratio of 1.00 .L 0.05
(i.e., kecoos’k gk -0) are about 0.5 for both non-prehydrated
and prehydrated specimens. On the other hand, for the
specimens permeated with 50 and 100 mM CaCl;
solutions, the hydraulic conductivity values based on both

ranges of the EC ratio are close to the K 4~ values (ie.,

< 0.96), except for one of the duplicate non-prehydrated
specimens permeated with the 100 mM CaCl; solution,
where the Keco 1K gx~0 and Kecoos/K sk -0 values are 0.58
and 0.62, respectively. Thus, establishment of equilibrium
in EC between effluent and influent is not sufficient to
ensure equilibrium in hydraulic conductivity for the
specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl:
solutions regardless of prehydration, whereas the establish-
ment of EC equilibrium tends to ensure hydraulic
conductivity equilibrium for the specimens permeated
with 50 and 100 mM CaCl: solutions.

As shown in Fig. 2, the hydraulic conductivity values
based on equilibrium in chloride (Cciou/Corn = 1.00 &
0.10) are always less than the kji-o values for the
specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl
solutions. In fact, the hydraulic conductivity ratios (i.e.,
keio1/k 4k -0) based on the chloride (CI) concentration
equilibrium are 0.2 for the non-prehydrated specimens
and 0.4 for the prehydrated specimens. Thus, equilibrium
in CI'" concentration is not sufficient to ensure the
achievement of equilibrium in hydraulic conductivity for
the specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCk
solutions, regardless of prehydration. However, as shown
in Fig. 2, the hydraulic conductivity at zero slope (or

kx~0) and hydraulic conductivity based on the Ca''
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of chioride or calcium)

concentration equilibrium are very close (ie, 0.94 <
keao 1K gk-0 <= 1.04), supporting the applicability of salt
cation concentration equilibrium as a necessary termination
criterion for the specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20
mM CaCl; solutions, regardless of prehydration. For the
specimens permeated with the 50 and 100 mM CaCl:
solutions, the hydraulic conductivity values based on
either CI' or Ca” concentration equilibrium are not

significantly different from the kDk~0 values (i.c., 0.59

The elapsed time and PVF required to reach each
termination criterion are compared with those at the zero
slope in Figs. 3 to 6. For example, the elapsed time
required to achieve steady hydraulic conductivity per
ASTM D 5084 was 2X to 20X lower than the elapsed
time required to achieve kgi~o for the specimens
permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl; solutions.

Similarly, the required PVF based on the same criterion

was still less than 5 PVF for the specimens permeated
with 3, 10, and 20 mM CaCl, solutions. In other words,
significantly more PVF (10 to 73 more) are required to
achieve k ¢-o than are required to meet the physical
termination criteria. In fact, the overall physical termi-
nation criteria required 3 PVF, representing 40 days of
permeation, for both non-prehydrated and prehydrated
specimens of GCL-LQB permeated with 5, 10, and 20
mM CaCl; solutions, whereas = 18 PVF for the non-
prehydrated specimens and a minimum of 10 PVF for
the prehydrated specimens are required to achieve the
kK u~o. For the specimens permeated with 50 and 100
mM CaCl; solutions, the elapsed time and PVF required
to achieve each criterion as well as k j1- ¢ generally are
greater for the prehydrated specimens than for the
non-prehydrated specimens.
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3.4 Effact of Bentonite Quality on Termination
Criteria

The hydraulic conductivity values based on each phy-
sical termination criterion are compared with the k1o
values for the non-prehydrated specimens of the two
GCLs with the lower quality bentonite (GCL-L.QB) and
the higher quality bentonite (GCL-HQB) in Fig. 7. The
hydraulic conductivity values based on the volumetric
flow ratio per ASTM D 5084 (ko) are always lower than
Kk 1~ by a factor of 2.7X to 6.7X for the GCL-LQB and
by a factor of 17X to 25X for the GCL-HQB. Thus, this
termination criterion is inadequate in representing K sx-o
regardless of bentonite quality for the specimens permeated
with S, 10, and 20 mM CaCl, solutions. For these tests,
the elapsed time and PVF required to achieve K jx-¢ as
shown in Figs. 8 and 9, respectively, are significantly
greater (i.e., > 3 months and > 14 PVF) than those
needed to meet the requirement for the volumetric flow

ratio, regardless of the quality of bentonite used in the
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GCLs. In the case of the termination criterion based on
the steady hydraulic conductivity per ASTM D 5084, the
hydraulic conductivity ratios (i.e., ki/kax-o) for the
specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl:
solutions are always less than 0.3 for the GCL-LQB and
less than 0.1 for the GCL-HQB, also indicating the
inadequacy of this termination criterion regardless of
bentonite quality.

Similarly, the hydraulic conductivity ratios based on
the minimum requirement of 2 PVF (i.e., Kwpvi/k jx-0)
are 0.2 for the GCL-LQB and 0.05 for the GCL-HQB
except for the specimen of GCL-LQB permeated with 10
mM CaCl, solution, in which the kepvi/k gk~0 value is 1.9
due to relatively high hydraulic conductivity values at the
beginning of the test. Thus, the termination criterion for
steady hydraulic conductivity based on ASTM D 5084
is insufficient for the specimens permeated with 5, 10,
and 20 mM CaCl, solutions regardless of bentonite
quality. In addition, the hydraulic conductivity values

based on the constant thickness of specimens (i.e., ku)
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are from 4X to 5X for the GCL-LQB and from 11X to
25X for the GCL-HQB lower than the k4x-o values,
Thus, this termination criterion also is not applicable for
the tests on both GCL specimens permeated with 5, 10,
and 20 mM CaCl; solutions.

Thus, the physical termination criteria evaluated in this
study are not particularly applicable in terms of their
ability to achieve equilibrium in hydraulic conductivity
for the specimens of both GCLs (i.e., GCL-LQB and
GCL-HQB) permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl;
solutions. For the specimens permeated with 50 and 100
mM CaCl; solutions, the hydraulic conductivity values
based on overall physical termination criteria are not
signiticantly ditferent (i.e., < 50%} from the k 4« o values
regardless of quality of bentonite used in the GCLs.
Thus, any physical termination criterion appears to be
adequate for both GCLs when permeated with 50 and
100 mM CaCl, solutions. As shown in Figs. 8 and 9,
the elapsed times and PVF for the GCL-HQB required

to meet the physical termination criteria generally are
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greater than those for the GCL-LQB for the specimens
permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCly solutions,
whereas the elapsed times and PVF required for the
GCL-HQB specimens generally are lower than those for
the GCL-LQB specimens when the specimens are
permeated with 50 and 100 mM CaCl: solutions.

The hydraulic conductivity values based on the
chemical termination criteria are compared with the K jx0
values for non-prehydrated specimens of both GCLs (i.e.,
GCL-LQB and GCL-HQB) in Fig. 10. The hydraulic
conductivity values based on either tolerance for the EC
ratio criteria (i.e., ECow/ECn = 1.00 % 0.10 or 1.00 =
0.05) are always less than the k4o values regardless
of bentonite quality for the specimens permeated with 5,
10, and 20 mM CaCl; solutions. In fact, the hydraulic
conductivity ratios based on the EC ratio of 1.00 £ 0.10
(i.e., keco/kgi-o) range from 0.2 to 0.3 for the
GCL-LQB and from 0.1 to 0.2 for the GCL-HQB, except
for the GCL-HQB permeated with the 20 mM CaCl,

solution, where the kpcoi/kgk-o value is about 0.6.
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Fig. 10. Hydraulic conductivity for chemical termination criteria versus hydrautic conductivity at the slope of k ~ 0 for non-prehydrated
specimens of GCL with either lower quality bentonite (GCL-LQB) or higher quality bentonite (GCL-HQB) (EC = electrical
conductivity: Ca or Cca = concentration of chloride or calcium)
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Similarly, the hydraulic conductivity ratios based on the

0.4 to 0.6 for the GCL-LQB and from 0.1 to 0.3 for the
GCL-HQB, except for the GCL-HQB permeated with the
20 mM CaCl, solution, where the Keco/K k-0 value is
1.0. Thus, chemical equilibrium between the effluent and
the influent EC apparently is a necessary, but not a
sufficient condition to ensure equilibrium in hydraulic
conductivity regardless of bentonite quality for the
specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl,
solutions. On the other hand, for the specimens per-
meated with 50 and 100 mM CaCly solutions, the
hydraulic conductivity values based on either tolerance
of the EC ratio are not significantly lower (ie., = 50
%) than the K ji~o values for both GCLs. Therefore, the
EC criteria apparently are more appropriate in terms of
providing a true measure of ki -o for the specimens of
both GCLs permeated with 50 and 100 mM CaCl;
solutions.

Similarly, the hydraulic conductivity ratios based on
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the CI' concentration equilibrium requiring Ceiow/Cotin =
1.00 + 0.10 (i.e., kcwi/K i —o) are less than 0.3 for the
GCL-LQB and less than 0.1 for the GCL-HQB, which
also indicates its insufficiency as a termination criterion,
for the specimens of both GCLs permeated with 5, 10,
and 20 mM CaCl; solutions. In fact, as shown in Fig.
10, k 410 for both GCLs was only established when the
Ca®" concentrations in the effluent and influent were
similar (i.e., Ceaon/Cam = 1.00 2 0.10). Thus, regardless
of the quality of bentonite used in the GCLs, the
chemical termination criterion based on Ca’" concentration
equilibrium is both necessary and sufficient to ensure the
establishment of equilibrium in hydraulic conductivity
based on the results for the specimens permeated with
5. 10, and 20 mM CaCl: solutions. As shown in Fig. 10,
the hydraulic conductivity values based on either CI' or
Ca’* concentration equilibrium are not significantly lower
than the k 410 values (i.e., < 50%) for the specimens
of both GCLs permeated with 50 and 100 mM CaCl,

solutions.
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Fig. 11. Elapsed time for chemical termination criteria versus elapsed time at the slope of hydraulic condugtivity ~ 0 for non-prehydrated
specimens of GCL with either lower quality bentonite (GCL-LQB) or higher quality bentonite (GCL-HQB) (EC = electrical
conductivity: Cg of Cea = concentration of chloride or calcium)
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As shown in Figs. 11 and 12, the elapsed times and
PVF based on the chemical termination criteria are
generally greater for the GCL-HQB than for the
GCL-LQB for the specimens permeated with 5, 10, and
20 mM CaCl, solutions. In contrast, the elapsed times
and PVF are generally lower for the GCL-HQB than for
the GCL-LQB for the specimens permeated with 50 and
100 mM CaCl. solutions.

4. Summary and Conclusions

Hydraulic conductivity tests were performed on two
geosynthetic clay liners (GCLs) containing different
qualities of bentonite with or without prehydration to
evaluate adequacy of a wide range of termination criteria
commonly used in compatibility testing of GCLs with
respect to prehydration and quality of bentonite by
permeating the GCL specimens with calcium chloride
(CaCly) solutions. All of the hydraulic conductivity tests

are not terminated before chemical equilibrium between
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the influent and the effluent as well as equilibrium in
hydraulic conductivity has been established. These
requirements resulted in test durations ranging from < 1
day to > 900 days, with longer test durations associated
with lower CaCl: concentrations. None of the physical
termination criteria (i.e., volumetric flow ratio and steady
hydraulic conductivity per ASTM D 5084, 2 pore
volumes of flow, constant thickness of specimen) was
adequate for the specimens permeated with 5, 10, and 20
mM CaCl; solutions regardless of prehydration or quality
of bentonite because the equilibrium in hydraulic con-
ductivity had not been established at the times corres-
ponding to those criteria. On the other hand, the overall
physical termination criteria tend to ensure equilibrium in
hydraulic conductivity regardless of prehydration or
quality of bentonite for the specimens permeated with 50
and 100 mM CaCl solutions.

In terms of chemical termination criteria, the pH ratio
(i.e., pHow/pHin) was never within the acceptable range

(i.e., 1.00 £ 0.10) throughout any of the tests performed



in this study, except for one prehydrated GCL specimen
permeated with a 100 mM CaCl; solution. Furthermore,
the hydraulic conductivity values based on electrical
conductivity (EC) equilibrium are always from 2X to
10X lower than the hydraulic conductivity values at the
statistically zero slope (or kjx-o), regardless of prehy-
dration or quality of bentonite for the specimens per-
meated with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl; solutions, except
for one specimen permeated with the 20 mM CaCk
solution. Thus, the EC equilibrium is a necessary, but not
sufficient, condition to ensure equilibrium in hydraulic
conductivity particularly for the specimens permeated
with 5, 10, and 20 mM CaCl; solutions. In fact,
equilibrium in hydraulic conductivity was not established
until the Ca”* concentrations in the effluent and influent
were similar (i.e., Ccaow/Ceuin = 1.00 £ 0.10), regardless
of prehydration or quality of bentonite. On the other
hand, any chemical termination criterion tends to ensure
equilibrium in hydraulic conductivity regardless of
prehydration or quality of bentonite for the specimens
permeated with 50 and 100 mM CaCl, solutions. Thus,
the termination criteria based on equilibrium in effluent
and influent calcium concentration is unique so that this
criteria can be used to represent the equilibrium hydraulic
conductivity based on a statistically zero slope (or K-
o), regardless of CaCl; concentration, prehydration of the
GCL, or quality of the bentonite in the GCL.
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