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Assigned Reading:  Rocket Boys by Homer H. Hickam, Jr. Delta; Reprint edition (January 11, 2000).
Reading Assignment:  Chapters 4 through 6.
Questions for Discussion
Assemble into groups, discuss one of the following questions.  Report back.
1. Homer Hickam, Sr. is considered a “company man”.  What does that mean, exactly, and why is he so dedicated to the coal mining company?  
2. Homer Hickam, Sr. thinks that building rockets is a waste of time and from Sonny’s perspective, his father does not respect him or anything that he does.   In contrast, Homer Hickam, Sr. takes great pride in his son Jim’s accomplishments on the football field and Jim seems to be living the good life.  What is that all about?  What would Sonny need to do to get his Dad’s respect?
3. Why does Sonny need Quentin and why does Quentin need Sonny?   What is Sonny learning from Quentin and what is Quentin learning from Sonny?
Homework, Due Date:  September 23
Write a short reflective essay (1 to 2 pages) on question 2 or 4, above. If possible, relate the topic to your own personal experiences.

