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Assigned Reading:  Rocket Boys by Homer H. Hickam, Jr. Delta; Reprint edition (January 11, 2000).
Reading Assignment:  Chapters 1 through 3.
Questions for Discussion
Assemble into groups, discuss one of the following questions.  Report back.
1. How would you describe this book? Would you call is a man’s book or a woman’s book? Were you fearful it might be too technical? Is it just a story of a boy with a dream or the story of a small mining town? Or is it something grander and deeper?

2. In the first paragraph of the book, Homer writes that his hometown was “at war with itself over its children.” What does this mean?
3. What is Homer’s (Sonny’s) social status in the town of Coalwood?  Is there evidence that, compared to his peers, he is a young man of privilege?  Does he recognize this fact?
4. Is this a universal story? Could it be set in other times or is it specific to Coalwood and West Virginia in the late 50’s? The book has been translated into eight languages and people from all over the world tell Homer Hickam that he “told their story” yet they have never held a rocket or even seen a coal mine! 
Homework, Due Date:  September 16.

Write a short reflective essay (1 to 2 pages) on question 2 or 4, above. If possible, relate the topic to your own personal experiences.

